“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, po! of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 


. = lle ee Ret ee er eee 


Rl 
3 


i.) 


ew (2 


cr Mer J ~~ ive _— - ~ ve ss F* .9 >» * 


er et 


ety atthe 


"Edited i at N SRR Wick. « 


Editorial and Executive Office: 214 West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois 


An Independent Christian Weekly, Standing for the Verbal Inspiration of the Bible, the Deity of Christ, His Blood Atonement, Salvation by Faith, New Testament 
Soul Winning and the Premillennial Return of Christ. Opposes Modernism, Worldliness and Formalism. 


Vol. XXI, No. 28 


FRIDAY, July 15, 1955 


United States 
Canada and foreign 1 year $3.00; 3 years $6.50 


1 year $2.50; 3 years $5.00 


Daniel and 


His Friends 


By D. L. Moody, 1837-1899 


I want to talk to you this morning about the Prophet 


Daniel. His name signifies, “God with him” 


with him, not his fellow men 


In the third year of King 
Jehoiakim, Nebuchadnezzar came 
up against Jerusalem, and took 
ten thousand of its chief men to 
carry them captive to Babylon. 


IT am glad that these chief men 
who stirred up the war were the 
ones who fell into Nebuchadnez- 
zar’s hands. Unlike too many of 
the ringleaders in wars, they got 
the punishment on their own 
heads, 

We don’t know how old Daniel 
was when we first hear of him, 
probably about seventeen. King 
Nebuchadnezzar had given orders 
to take some of the best and 
brightest of the Hebrew captives, 
and bring them up among his wise 
men; they were to be taught in 
the learning of the Chaldeans, and 
to be fed with meat and wine from 
the king’s table. Among these 
young men were Daniel and his 
three friends, who had, doubtless, 
been converted under the preach- 
ing of Jeremiah, the weeping 
prophet. I suppose a good many 
people mocked at him when he 
lifted up his voice against their 
sins, and laughed at his tears, and 
said of him, as a good many say 
of us, that he was. getting up a 
false excitement; but these four 
young men listened to his preach- 
ing, and had the courage to come 
out on the Lord’s side. 


! Daniel Would Not Com- 
; promise With Sin 


Right here is the secret of this 
man’s success. The Scripture tells 
us that this man, Daniel, knew 
God. There are a great many pro- 
fessing Christians who never get 
on intimate terms with God, and 
so they never amount to much; 
but Daniel knew and trusted the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
even from his youth. He took his 
stand with God right upon his 
entering the gate of Babylon. He 
cried to God to keep him stead- 
fast, and he had need to cry hard. 
There was a law of his God that 
no man should eat meat offered 
to idols, and now here comes a 
commandment from the king that 
these young men should be fed 
meat from his table, which Daniel 
knew had been sacrificed in idol 
worship. 

“But Daniel purposed in his 
heart that he would not defile 


himself with the portion of the 


king’s meat, nor with the wine 
which he drank.” 

Tf he had been like some of our 
Chicago Christians he would have 
said, “Well, it can’t be helped. I 
don’t like to defile myself this 
way; the law of God forbids it, 
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; not the public 
with him, but God with him. 


and if I were only home in Jeru- 
salem I never would do it in the 
world, but really I don’t see how 
I am going to help it. We are 
nothing but slaves in Babylon, and 
if the king should hear of our dis- 
obedience he would take our heads 
off in no time—and we can’t be 
expected to run such a risk as 
that.” 


Then I suppose some of our mod- 
ern professors of religion would 
have advised Daniel after this 
fashion: 


“Young man, I understand you 
are thinking about refusing the 
king’s meat and wine; don’t you 
do it. There is no use in your 
setting aside this meat and wine, 
it is only a kind of Pharisaism; 

(Continued on page 5) 
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“And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain 
rich man brought forth plentifully: And he thought within himself, saying. 
What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? And 
he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater: and 
there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, 
Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, 
drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul 
shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou 
hast provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich 


toward God.”—Luke 12:16-21. 


Please think with me about this 
successful, energetic and sensible 
man, a model in many ways, whom 
God called a fool. 
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Six Bible messages that answer 
questions on the Christian and sin... 
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Cll Christians Do Sin 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.... My little children, these 
things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 
And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world.—I John 1:7-9, 2:1, 2. 

“For this cause many are weak and sickly among you. 
and mary sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, we should 
not be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened of the 


Lord, that we should not be 
I Cor. 11:30-32. 


There are some who say that no 
genuinely converted, born-again 
Christian sins. They some way 
think that to be a Christian means 
one has simply gotten so good that 
he does not do wrong. But such 
people, however well intended, do 
now know human nature and -do 
not know the Bible. Christians 
do sin. All Christians sin. And no 
Christian can have day-by-day vic- 
tory over sin and live the happy, 
joyful, triumphant life, until he 
faces the true facts about sin in 
his. own nature, sin in his own 
life, what sin will do and what to 
do about it. 


1. Many Scriptures Plainly 
State That All, Including 
Christians, Sin 

Let every doubter, every skep- 
tic, on this question, read some of 
the plain statements of the Bible. 

The beloved Apostle John by di- 
vine inspiration writes, “If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us” (I John 1:8). 

“We” here means the Apostle 


condemned with the world.”’—~ 


John and the Christians to whom 
he was writing and.Christians who 
read the Bible. If we Christians 
say that we have no sin, then we 
Christians deceive, ourselves and 
the truth is not in us. If John, the 
beloved disciple, should say that 
he, at the time he was writing 
this @pistle under divine inspira- 
tion, had no sin, then he would be 
self-deceived and would be missing 
the truth! So says the divinely-in- 
spired Word of God. 


Be sure to note that the present 
tense is used. If I should say that 
at this very moment there is no 
sin in me, that I have no sin, I 


.| would be deceiving myself. It may 


be that I am conscious of no sin 
except what has been confessed 
and forsaken before God. But re- 
member, the Scripture teaches, 
that “The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked: 
who can know it?” (Jer. 17:9). I 
know that I long to please the 
Saviour and have earnestly tried 
to turn my heart away from every 


(Continued on page 7) 


I. Wise in the Sight of Men 


This rich man was wise in the 
ways of the world. He was wise in 
the sight of men who probably be- 
lieved him to be wise indeed. 


1. He Was Likely a Hard Worker 

To make a good living on a 
farm usually means hard work: To 
get rich farming certainly shows 
hard work. We are too apt to 
want to believe that the man who 


(Continued on page 2) 


Evangelist Bill Rice 


$ / Jele Cermon Contest a 
Clwartds Clnnounced 


Great Blessing for SWORD Readers Through Contest 
Sermons. First One Published Next Issue 


By the Editor 


What a job! To very seriously 
study, compare, grade, and rate 
about 120 sermons! First we went 
through and eliminated obviously 


with 


This 32-page pamphlet, 
two-color cover, by Dr. R. G. Lee 
on the subject, How to Lead a 
Soul to Christ, is yours absolutely 
free. Just write to the Sword of 
the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois, and 


say, “Please send me free Dr. R. 
G. Lee’s pamphlet on How to Lead 
a Soul to Christ.” Write a letter 
and not a card. Only one book per 
subscriber, of course. Pay post- 
age on your own letter. This offer 
good only during July, so hurry. 


Send your request to the Sword 


of the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois, 


‘3, 


| 


—— 


unsuitable material in flood of 
sermons which came in the Vital 
Public Issue Sermon Contest 
which closed June 1. Then two 
other judges each took days of 
work carefully reading, analyzing, 


grading and judging the sermons, 


Then we added up the total points 
given by the three judges to each 
of the sermons and put them in 
order. Now we are ready to make 
the thrilling announcement of the 


7; winners in the sermon contest. 


You will find among them some 
old friends of THE SWORD OF THE 
LoRD and some new voices. 


A Surprising Development 


As we considered the thirty best 
sermons, a surprising fact appear- 
ed. Four of these sermons were on 
the general subject of modernism, 
seven on the general subject of 
worldliness, twelve on the general 
subject of science and the Bible, 
seven on the general subject of 
Catholicism and cults). AND 
NONE OF THEM AT ALL ON 
COMMUNISM AND SOCIALISM! 
As a result, we can give no awards 
for sermons on communism and 
socialism. The $300 which we 
would normally have awarded in 
first, second and third prizes to 
three sermons in this category will 
be given to the Ministers and Mis- 
sionary Subscription Fund instead 
and thus help as many preachers 
as possible. 


The Winners Listed 
One of the surprising features 
of the outcome is that the twelve 
winning sermons were written by 
nine men. Three of the winners 


(Continued on page 4) 
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Friday, July Ls, 1955 


‘The Editor Answers 
1 Young People's 
t Questions 


How should we address God in 
prayer? 


I would say that there is noth- 
ing in the Seriptures that for- 
bids us to address God as “You,” 
and I think we should not be 
critical of people who-use the pro- 
nouns You and Your in address- 
ing God. 

In 1611, when the King James 
translation of the Bible was made, 
the terms thow and thee and thy 
were very common in usage in 
English. People said “thou” to a 


groeer just the same as they did 
to God. You will notice in the 
Bible that these terms are. used 
all along, not only in prayer. That 
is just seventeenth century Eng- 
lish. And since our Bible was 
written in that. old English, then 


of course many people naturally 
use that old English in prayer, 
addressing God as “Thou,” etc. 
Actually, there is no reason ex- 
cept custom for using seventeenth 
century English when we pray and 
using twentieth century English 
when we talk to others. It is only 
a matter of custom, without any 
scriptural reason for it except 
that the Bible was translated into 
the English that they used away 
back in 1611. When the Revised 
Version was translated it followed, 
wherever possible, the King James 
Version and retained a great many 
of the Thou’s and Thee’s and 
Thy’s. 
Actually, 
we may speak very tntimately to 
God. We are not to: address Him 
as a king or president, but as our 
own Heavenly Father. That means 
that there is no reason for say- 
ang “Thou” to God than for say- 
ing “thou” to one’s father. In 
fact, the Holy Spirit puts it into 
our hearts to feel that God is very 
dear and very close, and so the 
Holy Spirit tends to lead us to 
speak of God in a very intimate, 
personal way. Romans 8:15 says, 
“For ye 
spirit of bondage again to fear; 


but veRave receive ed the Spirit of} 


adoption, whercby we cry, Abba, 
Father.” And the word Abba, I 
understand, is the Aramaic word, 
in the language spoken by com- 
mon people, for father, very much 
dike our words daddy and papa; 
that is, it Was a very intimate 
and personal term, rather a term 
of endearment, I should think. 


These things lead me to believe 
that there is no harm in address- 
ing God with the usual pronouns 
you and your. 

I think one might say that there 
és one argument for using Thou 
and Thee and: Thy in addressing 
God. That is, that it is customary. 
©n the other hand, I should think 


the Bible teaches that 


have not received the} 


] Help Us 


Scatter the Seed 


“It was in quite a strange way that I happened 
to find out about your paper, I had ordered several 
items from one of the Christian Supply Houses. 
When I received my merchandise the various items 
were wrapped in pages of THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD to prevent breakage. Well, I immediately sat 
down and read different articles on these sheets 
and became so interested that I now have a sub- 


scription for 3 years.” 


So writes Mrs. Westergard of 
Graettinger, Iowa. We get some 
very interesting letters! 

“T have seen two copies of your 
paper—both picked up in the al- 
ley, believe it or not. I was run- 
ning to catch the bus and saw 


that there is one argument against 
requiring it, and that is that there 
are many common people who love 
the Lord, yet are not familiar 
with the old form of English 
speech and they would feel awk- 
ward in prayer if they had to 
translate their language into the 
old English forms, as is customary 
among preachers. Rather, I think 
we should encourage people to 
pray in their own tongues, and 
just so they are reverent in at- 
titude we should not require them 
to use the terminology that some 
of us have been accustomed to. 


% + a» 
Are selfish prayers answered? 


I know of no Scriptures which 
teach that selfish prayers will not 
be answered. In fact, Christians 
are clearly encouraged to pray for 
what they need—daily bread, for- 
giveness, deliverance from the 
evil one, ete. These prayers are 
all for things that people want 
for themselves, and so you might 


say they are selfish. A child may. 


be selfish in asking for bread or 
milk, but it is not wrong. 

However, if one’s desires do not 
please God, then the prayer may 
not be answered. James 4:3 says, 
“Ye ask, and receive not, because 
ye ask amiss, that ye may con- 
sume it upon your lusts.” To “ask 
amiss” means to ask something 
that is wrong. Where one’s desires 
are wrong. or, hurtful, then God 
does not answer his prayers. 

s a % 


i do not understand praying 
through. 


Praying through does not mean 
simply nor necessarily staying on 
your knees. It is not the knees 
that God is most concerned about, 
but the heart. And the heart can 
“pray without ceasing,’ as the 
Scripture plainly teaches that a 
Christian should do. You can hold 
the thing before God day and night 
when you are on your knees or 
about your work, waking and 
sleeping. | 

. Ls ©: 

I rather like the expression 
of the good old woman who 
cried out: “O Lord, if you will 
only save me in this world, you 
shall never hear the last of it 
in the next.”—Sam Jones. 
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copies which an unbelieving neigh- 
bor had cast aside,’ writes Mrs. 
Dewees of Tampa, Florida. ‘Then 
she sent in her subseription! Mr. 
Royce Dickens of Corinth, North 
Carolina, says, “I was working to- 
day at Buckhorn Dam and saw 
a bottle with something in it— 
your gospel tract. Very good read- 
ing.” Yes, “Cast thy bread upon 
the waters: for thou shalt ae it 
after many days.” 


Sword workers get a “shot in 
the arm” on Tuesday mornings 
when workers from both buildings 
come together for joint devotions 
and Dr. Rice reads to us from the 
week’s mail. Last week particular- 
ly we Were inspired by many who 
told of salvation through Sword 
literature. I imagine all of us 
worked just a little bit harder that 
day. 

Mrs. Frustedt from Lafayette, 
Indiana, wrote: “At Mother and 
Daughter banquet before Mother's 
Day the wife of one of the Coven- 
ant missionaries spoke of Japan, 
and this might interest you. She 
told of a Japanese girl who came 
to their home to work who was 
wonderfully saved through your 
tract, ‘What ust I Do to Be 
Saved?’ ” 

Many of you: are familiar with 
this salvation booklet mentioned 


which God has used to win thou- | 


sands of souls. It is printed in 
somé 21 foreign languages, as well 
as in English. Several good letters 
have come telling of salvation 
through this 24-page booklet. 

Miss Esther Lewis of Mission, 
Kansas, writes: 
the opportunity of loaning my 
copy of THE Sworp with the ser- 
mon on ‘Heaven’ by Merv Rosell 
to a girl who works at our office. 
Later I gave her ‘What Must I Do 
to Be Saved?’ It helped her so 
much, answered so many of her 
questions. She has since given 
the same copy to several in her 
family to read. She tells me she 
accepted Christ as her Saviour 
and is now claiming His victory 
to take away the habit. of smok- 
Pe 

Youth for Christ director in 
Topeka, Kansas, Jim Lauer, wrote 
an encouraging letter about how 
God used this booklet. Read it 
yourself: 


“Your booklet, ‘WHAT MUST | DO TO BE 
SAVED?’ played an important part in the 
conversion of an airman from Forbes Air 
Base. His wife was leaving him because of 
drink; | had been requested to see him. | 
dealt with him over an hour . . . When 
| got ready to leave he commented that he 
had not asked me to come and was not 
going to be pushed into anything... After 
praying with him | left your booklet with 
him. The next day | had to go to Eldorado 
to speak. He tried to call me after reading 
your booklet and being under deep con- 
viction. As he read the booklet he wept 
and remarked to his wife, ‘Did you know 
a man died for me?’ The next day he went 
to a good Bible-preaching church. The 
preacher asked him if he was saved. He 
said, ‘No, but | want to be.’ That night he 
was wondrously saved and has been*walking 
with the Lord ever since. He is literally de- 
vouring the Word in a manner | have never 
seen in a new convert before.” 


Brother Lauer sent an order for 
some more of these booklets, say- 
ing that was the last copy he had. 


“What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” in Mau Mau 
Camp 


When we send a package of 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
booklets out of this office, we 
never know what miracle God will 
perform in the lives of those who 
read them. If we could only know 
how God uses it constantly to con- 
vict sinners, we would surely get 
it out_more widely. During Letter 
Month when it was offered-at half 
price, we got out some 150,000 


“Last fall I had 


A Fool’s Last Night on Earth 


(Continued from page 1) 


is successful “gets the breaks.” 
More often he becomes a success 
by getting blisters! Blisters on his 
hands by working hard! Certainly 
this is commendable. ‘Go to the 
ant, thou sluggard; consider her 
ways, and be wise,’ God says 
(Prov. 6:6). Then we read in 
Ecclesiastes 9:10, ‘‘Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might.” 


2, He Was a Good Farmer 


He knew exactly the kind of 
seed to use and when to use it. 
He knew the best way to cultivate 
his crops and harvest them, He 
raised bumper crops. Moreover, he 
had been raising large crops for 
years because his barn would not 
hold his last harvest. Evidently he 
had much grain left from past 
seasons. And Jesus said he was 
“rich.” A man does not get “rich” 
from a single crop. This man was 
smart enough to be a first-class 
farmer. 


8. He Was an Intelligent 
Businessman 


He did not lose his money on 
bad investments, and he did not 
squander it. He saved it. He had 
something saved up for a rainy 
day; and certainly this shows 
sound judgment. 

This matter of thrift is a sound 
principle that many Americans 
would do well to consider, We 
have. just finished a period of sev- 
eral years in which American 
wages have been the highest in 
our history. Salaries have been 
high. Money has flowed frecly. 
And yet there are thousands and 
thousands of men and women who 
have made high wages week after 
week who have not saved enough 
money to buy a hamburger with 
a double helping of mustard! 


Worse yet, they have nothing to 
show for the money they have 
spent. It has been “easy come, 
easy go.” Many, many of those 
who flocked to the war factories 


copies. Who knows just what will 
be done through these alone? How 
many souls will be saved? Pray 
with us that as it goes forth, it 
will produce great results for God. 
It is now in some 20 languages, 
and scattered around the world. 


Just the other day a letter came 
from Rev. K. N. Phillips working 
in the Kenya Colony in Africa, 
who was sent some of the book- 
lets at his request. He writes that 
they ‘have been distributed to 
English-speaking Kibuyus at the 
camp where he is stationed and 
also at Manyani Camp, the larg- 
est of all the Mau Mau camps, 
where our brother makes periodi- 
cal visits. “I know that there has 
been ‘blessing from the reading of 
these booklets,” he writes. “In 
fact, a few of the detainees have 
actually testified in our meetings, 
to having received light through 
them, I often see the men who 
have received a copy’ walking 
about with the booklet in their 
one pocket some wecks after hav- 
ing given them out.” 


We never have enough money 
in the Free Literature Fund to do 
all we could do with this salva- 
tion booklet. But, praise the Lord, 
we.are reaching a good many. If 
God leads you to help distribute 
this booklet far and wide, you may 
send your gifts to the Free Litera- 
ture Fund, Sword of the Lord, 
Wheaton, Illinois, 


The other day one of Dr. Rice’s 
dearest friends, Fred Hawkins at 
Springfield, Missouri, called long 
distance to say that he was send- 
ing a check for $800 to pay for 
100,000 booklets, “What Must I Do 
to Be Saved?” which were recently 
printed in the Portuguese lang- 
uage and used by the Yottth for 
Christ in Brazil. May God increase 
his number! 


How wonderful it is to have a 
part in winning the lost! I hope 
you will get copies to give to 
friends who need this salvation 
message. It is being used to win 
thousands. The cost is only $2 per 
hundred, plus 15¢c postage. And 
who knows what results you may 
have when you give out a hundred 
of these Scripture-packed book- 
lets? 

God bless you, and help you to 
get busy about the greatest busi- 
ness in the world—that of winning 
souls to Him, 


—_- 


for big money will be the first 
ones to flock to the bread lines 
and soup kitchens when they open 
again! They have _ been living 
“high, wide and handsome” while 
the big money lasted, Of course, it 
has taken more to live because 
prices have been high, but many 
will be no better off for having 
had high wages because of sheer 
extravagance. 


Nor is there any indication that 
the rich man was selfish or miser- 
ly. He was simply a good business< 
man who wisely saved his money, 
Certainly this was commendable, 
And yet, Jesus plainly says that 
although this man was a hard 
worker, a good farmer and a suce 
cessful businessman who was rich 
and could buy anything his heart 
desired, and who had plenty laid 
up for his old age, he was a fool? 


II, A Fool in the Sight of God 


1. He Cared for His Body and 
Neglected His Soul 

His only thoughts were for 
earthly matters. He fed his body; 
he clothed his body; he rested his 
body; he entertained his body? 
But he failed to consider his soul, 
which was as real as his body. It, 
too, required attention. His body 
was real—real hands, real feet, 
real flesh and bone and blood. And 
his body needed care. But his soud 
was also real. ‘‘And the Lord God 
formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nos 
trils the breath of life; and mar 
became a living soul’ (Gen. 2:7). 
The needs of the soul cannot be 
satisfied with the needs of the 
body. 

Suppose you were poor, so poor 
you could not buy food and had 
had nothing to eat for a week, 
Now, if you came to me for help, 
what would you think of me if I 
said, “You are starving? Fine, 
come with me, and I will show 
you the most beautiful picture in 
the world, You may gaze at it 


until you are filled!” You would 


think me a fool. When a man is 
starving, he‘needs corn bread and 
black-eyed peas! Looking at a 
picture, however beautiful, would 
not help. 

Or suppose if you were hunery, 
I should say to you, “If you are 
hungry, I know the very thing— 
come hear my wife play the or- 
gan!” Music is wonderful, isn’t it?, 
Yes, but it will not fill a hungry 
man’s stomach! You can’t eat it! 
All the music in the world can’t 
take the place of fried chicken 
and turnip greens and buttermilk 
when a man is starving! 

Beautiful music, paintings, suns 
sets, flowers—these help to make 
life pleasant but cannot feed the 
body. And this rich man could 
“eat, drink and be merry.” That 
has a definite place in one’s life, 
but it cannot sustain the soul. The 
needs of the soul are just as real 
as the needs of the body. Man’s 
soul, too, needs to be clothed— 
clothed in the righteousness of 
Christ. It needs to be fed—fed 
upon the Word of God. It needs 
rest—rest found only in Christ 
Jesus. The greatest joy one may 
know comes through the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Happiness is somes 
times obtained through food, drink, 
and so on, for happiness depends 
upon happenings. But real peace, 
real joy, real satisfaction, depends 
upon Christ. 

On a train from Kansas City 
to Chicago recently, Mrs. Rice was 
unable to get a seat. A porter 
came to her and said, “There is a 
vacant room ahead. I am going to 
put three women in it and want 
you to be one of them.” 

When she went to the small. 
room, she found herself in the 


(Continued on page 5) 


COMMENCEMENT DAY.—~ 
Some have wondered why, 
graduation day in college is call- 
ed “Commencement Day” when 
it is the last day of college ex- 
ercises, but graduation days are 
properly called commencement 
days. To all graduates it is the 
commencenment of active life, 
and our graduation day from 
earth will be to us commence- 
ment of our chief life, our larg- 
er life, our tremendous life, our 
eternal life. What a mighty day 
it will be when we.,'graduate 
from this world!—T. DeWitt 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


A Criticism of the Views 
of Drs. Barth and Brunner 


The Unbeliel of Barthianism 


By W. A. Grier, B.A. 


The names of Dr. Karl Barth 
and Dr. Emil Brunner are widely 
known. They are extremely able 
men, and are forces to be reckon- 
ed with in the theological world 
of today. They have written many 
books, and lectured in various 
Jands; their followers among 
clergy and theological students 
may be numbered by tens of 
thousands. Their teaching is var- 
iously known as “dialectical the- 
ology,” the “theology of crisis” or 
*neo-orthodoxy.”’ 

What is the nature of their 
views? Are they in line with the 
historic Christian faith, or do they 
constitute a serious challenge to 
it? Are Doctors Barth and Brun- 


‘ner the true successors of the Re- 


formers, as they sometimes claim, 
or are.they the foes of almost all 
that the Reformers held dear? Or 
does their true position lie some- 
where between these two ex- 
tremes? 


Their Views on Inspiration 


Let us first examine their at- 
titude to the Holy Scriptures. 
That they reject the doctrine of 
their plenary inspiration and ac- 
cept the conclusions of the mod- 
ernist higher critics is plain be- 
yond doubt. There may be details 
of their teaching that are puz- 
zling to the average Christian, but 
here at least the issue is clear. 

In his Theology of Crisis Dr. 
Brunner makes the following 
statement: 


“Lest we open the door to mis- 
understanding, let me say that 
I myself aman adherent. of .a 
rather radical school of biblical 
criticism which, for example, 
does not accept the Gospel of 
John as an historical source and 
which finds legends in many 
parts of the Synoptic Gospels” 
(p. 41). 


As some may object that The 
Theology of Crisis was issued in 
1929, and that in the intervening 
years the author may have come 
nearer the position of the historic 
Christian church, let us turn to 
his more recent works. 


In the second volume of his 


Dogmatics, issued in England in 
1952, he avows, on the first 
page of the preface, that he 
accepts what he calls “the results 
of biblical criticism.” In the same 
volume he ridicules those who hold 
that ‘the whole Bible is God's 
infallible oracle’ (p. 213). In his 
latest book, Hternal Hope, pub- 
lished in Zurich in 1953 and in 
Britain in-1954, he has a section 
on “Mythological Elements in the 
New ‘Testament Message” (pp. 
114-120), and does not hesitate to 
say that Jesus was mistaken (pp. 
427, 129). 

There are others who contend 
that while Brunner’s teaching is 
too much like that of the old lib- 
erals or modernists, that of Barth 
is far truer to the evangelical 
faith. The truth is that in this 
matter-Barth stands where Brun- 
ner stands. 


He, too, ridicules the historic 
Christian doctrine of plenary in- 
spiration, declaring that it sub- 
stitutes a_ self-sufficient paper 
pope for a living pope (Otto Web- 
er’s Introductory Report on 
Barth’s Church Dogmatics, p. 61). 
He scoffs at the idea of “the Bible 
affording a divine infallible his- 
tory.” He says, “The Bible is God’s 
Word so far as God lets it be His 
Word, so far as God_ speaks 
through it” (The Doctrine of the 
Word of God, p. 123). He defines 
the confession that “the Bible is 
God’s Word” as meaning that the 
Bible becomes God’s Word in cer- 
tain circumstances (Idem. p. 125). 
It is, he says, a witness to revela- 
tion; it points to revelation as 
something beyond itself; it is 
not in itself God’s revela- 
tion. According to Barth, it is not 
possible to say of that magnifi- 
eent chapter, I Corinthians 15, for 
example, “Thus saith the Lord”; 
all that one may say is, “Thus 
saith Paul.” He also speaks of 
the ‘“contradictoriness” of the 


Scriptures (Doctrine of the Word, 
p. 131), and of its “assailability” 
(Weber, p. 60). 

But Doctors Barth and Brun- 
ner go further. According to them 
it is not only that there is no 
direct or complete revelation of 
God; they deny that any such 
revelation is possible. They hold 
that revelation must always be 
God in action, God speaking to 
man. They declare that a direct 
and finished revelation would fet- 
ter God; that it would limit His 
freedom. 

Enough has been said to show 
that the claim made by Doctors 
Barth and Brunner that their 
teaching is “a theology of the 
Word” must. wholly be rejected. 
It is clear that in this matter of 
the Scriptures, “their rock is not 
our rock.” 


Their Views on Other 
Christian Doctrines 


Some professed evangelicals af- 
firm that though Doctors Barth 
and Brunner do not occupy the 
orthodox position in regard to the 
Scriptures, they nevertheless hold 
to the main doctrines of the Chris- 
tian faith. “Do they not claim,” 
they say, ‘“‘to be in the succes- 
sion to the Reformers? Do they 
not speak of the atonement and 
the resurrection of Christ? Should 
we not be thankful for this return 
to ‘orthodoxy’ on the part of these 
brilliant continental theologians?” 
Such questions are, alas, easy to 
answer. 

It is well known to readers of 
his book, The Mediator, that Dr. 
Brunner describes the doctrine of 
the Virgin Birth as “a biological 
curiosity” (p. 326), and that on 
page 370 of the same volume he 
says, “Once again we would em- 
phasize this point; our faith is 
not based upon this historical pic- 
ture of Jesus found in the Gos- 
pels.” On page 184 he = states, 
“Faith presupposes as a matter of 
course, a priori, that the Jesus of 
history is not the same as the 
Christ of faith.’”’ He affirms that to 
describe Christ’s resurrection as 
one of the most sure historical 
facts in the history of the world 
is “‘senseless.” 

In a Similar way the creation, 
the fall, and the incarnation of 
Christ are not regarded by him 
as events in history, as_ history 
is commonly understood. 

In his latest work, Eternal Hope, 
Dr. Brunner seems clearly to re- 
ject the idea of a bodily resurrec- 
tion, either in the case of Christ 
or that of His followers (p. 142). 


He admits that he does not hold 


to belief in the bodily ascension 
of our Lord or His bodily return, 
in the sense in which the historic 
Christian church has held it. 
“The Second Coming,” he says, 
“is something not to be localized 
or concretely understood’  (p. 
140). He will allow of no grand 
finale, no last day of earth his- 
tory, any more than he will admit 
a day of creation by God’s power 
at the beginning (p. 153). | 
Dr. Barth, too, entirely repudi- 
ates the idea of a creation at the 
beginning, as commonly under- 
stood. The historicity of the fall 
is to him a matter of no import- 
ance: he ridicules those who hold 
it as “the friends of th® speaking 


serpent” (Credo, p. 190). As to the 


accounts of the resurrection of 
Christ, he says that in them, as 
in the Creation story, we have the 
use of saga or legends. 

Dr. Barth’s doctrine of the Trin- 
ity in the Godhead, even on su- 
perficial view is not satisfactory. 

He declares that “the figure of 
speech of ‘oneness in threeness’ 
and ‘threeness in oneness’”’ does 
not meet with his approval. He has 
misgivings about the concept of 
“Persons” in the Trinity and pre- 
fers to speak of “three modes of 
being.” A cursory glance at the 
latter portion of the first volume 
of his Church Dogmatics will show 
that he uses this expression very 
frequently. There is something 
suspicious in this way of putting 
things, Did not the ancient heretic 

‘ ie 


Sabellius teach that the three 
names, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, simply designated three dif- 
ferent phases under which the 
Divine Being manifested Himself? 
Sabellianism was really a veiled 
Unitarianism. 


It is not here alleged that Dr. 
Barth is a Unitarian; his _ posi- 
tion is perhaps even worse; for 
when he says that God is what 
He is in the act of revealing Him- 
self and insists that He is -only 
known, and”-even only exists, in 
the Incarnation, it would seem 


being independently of His revela- 
tion. : 

It is plain from what has been 
stated above that it is not merely 
with the “dialectical” 
concerning Holy Scripture that 
issue must be joined; the differ- 
ence extends to other great doc- 
trines of the Christian faith. 


The Foundational Error of the 
“Dialectical Theology” 


What has been said thus far 
reaches only to the fringe of the 
subject. It leaves untouched a 
diagnosis of the root error of the 
“dialectical theology” of Barth and 
Brunner. Quotations from their 
writings are often found in the 
pages of undoubted evangelicals. 
Is it right for them to be found 
there? To answer this question 
another must be asked. When 
these dialectical theologians speak 
of sin and atonement, for example, 
do they mean what historic Chris- 
tian doctrine means? The answer 
is that they do not. They use the 
terms as “limiting concepts,” not 
as “constitutive concepts”; that is 
to say, not as constituting the 
truth, but as pointing to the truth. 
Their philosophy seems to be that 
thought cannot grasp reality, and 
that therefore its validity is only 
relative. As Dr. Van Til put it, 
they regard all conceptual distinc- 
tions* as of necessity merely lim- 
itations, and to that extent falsi- 
fications, of reality. Indeed, to 
Barth and Brunner contradictory 
assertions are only varied aspects 
of the truth, so that all religions 
are false and all are true, 


Take the following paragraph 
from Brunner’s MEDIATOR: 
“The atonement is not history. 
The atonement, the expiation of 
human guilt, the covering of sin 
through His sacrifice, is not any- 
thing which can be conceived 
from the point of view of his- 
tory. This event does not belong 
to the historical plane. It is 
super-history; it lies in the dim- 
ension which no historian knows 
in so far as he is merely an his- 
torian. It is an ‘event’ which is 
only an ‘event’ for faith. That 
it actually happened faith alone 
knows. It is not a fact which 
has its place in the world his- 
tory. It would be absurd to say: 
In the year 30 the Atonement 
of the Word took place. But we 
can say: This event which those 
who know history tell us prob- 
ably took place about the year 
30, is the same as that which 
we know through faith as the 
Divine Act of the Atonement” 
(pp.504-5). 


Here is characteristic dialectical 
theology. The atonement, says 
Brunner, is not history; yet that 
event in history of which histor- 
ians speak as probably occurring 
about the year 30 is, through faith, 
the Divine Act of the Atonement. 
In other words, it is and it isn’t; 
it is yes and no. The dialectical 
theology places the student on a 
whirling wheel, and he scarcely 
knows whether he is coming or 
going. 

Further, the atonement is not 
for Dr. Brunner a finished, once- 
for-all transaction on this scene 
of time; it belongs to what he 
terms super-history. Barth has 
also used this language; but he 
prefers now, it seems, to speak of 
such transactions as the atone- 
ment as taking place not in or- 
dinary time but in “revelation 
time.” The difference of expres- 
sion seems of no great conse- 
quence. What needs to be empha- 
sized is that when Barth speaks 
of the once-for-all nature of 
Christ’s atonement, it must not be 

i * « 

* Barth holds all conceptual or intellect- 
ual distinctions to be meaningless unless as 
mere limiting notions they can turn into 
one another at will, The hidden God must 


be the revealed God, the Creator the crea- 
ture, the elect the non-elect, and so on. 


Surely this puts an extinguisher on the | 


lamp of truth, Y 


that there is no God that can have}: 


doctrine | 


Champion Brothers Acknowledge God's Help 


It was a happy moment for Ivan Bowen (left) when he talkea 
face to face with Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth and the Duke of Edin- 
burgh during their visit to New Zealand last year. 


Since that experience Bowen, world champion sheep-shearer, has 
been appearing at youth meetings giving testimony to the fact that ho 
won the championship because God helped him. He says: “It was a 
wonderful day when I found I had heaten the world shearing record, 
but it was a much more wonderful day when the Lord Jesus Christ 


came into my heart.” 


Ivan wrested the championship from his brother Godfrey (second 
from left) by shearing more than 456 sheep in nine hours. 


Both men give God the honor 


for their skill. Each says: “I am a 


humble Christian in my daily life and set out to prove a man can bo 
a Christian and a champion, too. I prayed to God before I started... 
and was helped by a greater power than we find anywhere on this 


earth.” 


thought that he is setting forth 
a once-for-all event in the calendar 
of time. Yet down through the 
Christian” ages Christianity has 
been regarded as an historical re- 
ligion, solidly rooted in great 
events that have taken place at 
given points in time. But to Barth 
and Brunner the abandonment of 
the historical form ‘of a_ doc- 
trine—even of such an important 
doctrine as the resurrection of our 


n ~ , :c A090 + j . ‘ ‘ 
Lord, for example—is no great|the Christ Incognito of Brunner 


loss. For, they say, the real signifi- 
cance of the resurrection does not 
lie in the historical sphere, but in 
“super-history,” or “revelation 
time’’—whatever these terms may 
mean. Thus . . . objective history 
—even Bible history—has not the 
significance for Barth and Brun- 
ner which it has for the orthodox 
Christian, and they sometimes 
scoff at both the modernist and 
the orthodox believer for arguing 
about the historicity of Bible 
events. Their attitude is “a plague 
on both your houses!” Neverthe- 
less it is with the orthodox be- 
liever that they clash full tilt. 


They Teach Universalism 

The dialectical theology is cer- 
tainly based on a human phil- 
osophy rather than on the infal- 
lible and inerrant Word of God, a 
philosophy which empties the his- 
toric Christian doctrines of all 
their vital content. The dialectical 
theology owes more to Kant, Kier- 
kegaard and Heidegger than to 
Moses and Isaiah, or to Paul and 
the Lord Jesus. It would rob the 
believer of his divinely-inspired 
Bible and give him one which is a 
mass of contradictions. Its God is 
seemingly one who is to be identi- 
fied with the cosmic world-pro- 
cess. This is moving on to univer- 
salism. 


Doctors Barth and _ Brunner 
speak, no doubt, of Divine elec- 
tion. But everyone, they tell us, 
is elect. All men, says Barth, are 
“loved and elect and called and 
made God's possession” in Christ 
from all eternity (Dogmatics- in 
Outline, p. 91). Divine election, ac- 
cording to him, is not ‘‘quantita- 
tive,” that is, that certain individ- 
uals are being saved and that cer- 
tain individuals are being lost; it 
is “qualitative,” and found within 
each individual. Each man is both 
a Jacob and an Esau. All are lost; 
yet all are saved. This dialectical 
doctrine of election, in fact, seems 
to mean simply a never-ending 
process of the growth of personal- 
ity. 

Our Lord spoke of two days, two 
companies and two destinies; but 
Barth and Brunner do not separ- 
ate Heaven from Hell, or believers. 
from unbelievers. 


We find Barth saying, “It would 
be quite dreadful if the faith of 
Christians should aim at sundering 
and separating one man from 
others” (Dogmatics.in Outlines 


93). In his re¢ent..book— 


Post-war Writings, he says, “We 
no longer have to reckon with the 


possibility of Hell becoming a real- 
ity.”” It is no wonder that the em- 


phasis which is laid in the Serip- 
tures upon the necessity of having 
faith Say, In John 3:16, 36) 
disappears in the writings of Bart 
and Brunner. 

Even as the God of dialectical 
theology is the wholly hidden God, 
so its Christ 


1 
> 


tne 
as, 


He is not the Christ of the Scrip- 
‘tures who manifested forth His 
| glory and whose deity shone re- 
isplendent on the holy mount. 
So, too, the atonement of the 
dialectical theology is not the Sub- 
stitutionary Atonement,%1n the or- 
| thodox sense of the term. Accord- 
'ing to Barth, it is the sinlessness 
of Christ, or His desire to live 
exclusively by grace, that con- 
stitutes substitution. Thus ther: 
no true atonement, for no man 
exists unless he exists “in Chrisv’”’ 
from all eternity. It is rather the 
idea of participation than that of 
substitution which Barth offers us. 


Enough has been said to show 
that it is not a ease of Doctcrs 
Barth and Brunner being wreng 
on some important articles of 
faith and right on others; their 
dialectical approach vitiates their 


approach to all Christian doctrine. 
When Barth professes to expound 
the Creed, he gives us no real 
exposition, but spins airy webs of 
dialectical theology. 

Both Doctors Barth and Brun- 
ner may make use of traditional 
church language; they may quote 
Luther and Calvin; they may re- 
fer to the Heidelberg Catechism 
and the Scots Confession; yet 
there is in their teaching a root- 
and-branch departure from tradi- 
tional theology, from ‘the Reform- 
ers and the Creeds. They pre- 
fess allegiance to the Bible; they 
claim to furnish a “theology of 
the Word’; yet they do. not 
scruple constantly to deny its 
clearest teaching. We cannot but 
express our solemn conviction that 
we may apply to them the say- 
ing of the Prophet Jeremiah — 
“They have rejected the Word of 
the Lord, and what wisdom is in 
them?” 

(Condensed from a Tract published hb 


y 
The Severeign Grace Advent Testimony, 
Lendon, England). 


One day a little boy came 
and emptied his money box 
in his mother’s lap, saying; 
“Mother, I dreamed last night 
I was fighting with those terri- 
ble heathen bandits in Manchu- 
ria, I want you to send this 
to Dr. Goforth to help tell a- 
bout Jesus.” He then ran off to 
school. A moment later he ap- 
peared, saying, “Mother, don’t 
delay, but send the money at 
once. I don’t want the Lord 

—to tell me to do it the second 


time.”’—Mrs. Rosalind Goforth, 


is. the hidden..Christ,. 
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The JACK SHULER EVAN- 
GELISTIC TEAM has just con- 
cluded one of the greatest spirit- 
ual revivals Canada has seen in 
the past two decades, according 
to the report sent our office. For 
three wonderful weeks the crusade 
was conducted in the Civic Audi- 
torium at Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
under the combined sponsorship 
of the Evangelical Ministers’ Fel- 
lowship, the Christian Business 
Men’s Committee, and Youth for 
Christ. 

In this time some 1,700 decisions 
were recorded, with nearly 1,000 
of them being first-time decisions 
to receive Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Saviour. A giant children’s 
rally conducted by Don DeVos 
drew the largest attendance of any 
like even in Dominion history. Five 
thousand jammed the auditorium 
seating 4,300; another 2,000 were 
turned away, and 741. children 
* Stepped out to trust Christ when 
the invitation was given by Dr. 
Shuler. The night the evangelist 
gave his life story there were 453 
young people who remained in the 
after service to commit their lives 
to Christ in full-time service. 

The Shuler team is at present 
leading a revival at Kings’ Hall, 
Belfast, Ireland, with 300 co-op- 
erating churches supporting the 
effort. 

* *“ * 

Pastor Ralph M. Boyette of the 
Central Baptist Church at Ponca 
City, Oklahoma, reports a recent 
revival led by EVANGELIST ED- 
DIE WAGNER which dedicated a 
new building for the Ponca City 
church. During the 10 days there 
were 9 conversions, 1 other addi- 
tion by baptism, numerous rededi- 
cations and decisions of various 
natures. | 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


EVANGELIST DOUG WINN of 
Greensboro, North Carolina, has 
just concluded.a fine meeting with 
the El Bethel Baptist Church in 
Tampa, Florida. The pastor, Rev. 
J. Earl Lewis, reports 25 received 
by baptism, 19 by letter, 6 by 
statement; making a total of 50 
additions to the church during the 
two weeks. 


* * * 


Readers of THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD who have been praying for the 
Greater Taipei Evangelistic Cru- 
sade in Formosa will rejoice to 
know that 1,221 decisions were 
recorded in the one-month cam- 
paign. EVANGELIST DAVID 
MORKEN did the preaching and 
Doug Sparks was in charge of 
the personal work and follow-up. 
Dr. Chen Wei-ping, pastor of 
President and Madame Chiang’s 
church, interpreted the evangel- 
ist’s message into the Mandrin 
language. On the final night of 
the meeting, 7,480 people, the larg- 
est Christian gathering in For- 
mosa’s history, packed the big 
basketball stadium and at the 
close 179 left their seats to come 
forward, indicating their. desire to 
know Christ as Saviour, 

The party plans to conduct a 
one-month crusade in Saigon short- 
ly. 


Pastor Bill Beeny recommends 
highly EVANGELIST ROBERT 
HICKLING. He says, “Brother 
Hickling is a sound, Spirit-filled 
young Baptist evangelist whom 
the Lord has greatly blessed. He 
has had extensive experience in 
the pastoral - and evangelistic 
field.” Brother Hickling may be 
addressed, Box 62, East St. Louis, 
Illinois. : 
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Please enclose a label and send old address when 
giving us a change to your new address. 


I have just read a letter from 
an alumnus of Bob Jones Uni- 
versity who graduated in 1953 and 
who is now director of Youth for 
Christ in one of the best centers 
in the United States. After this 
young man expresses appreciation 
for what he learned at Bob Jones 
University, he says: “I talked to 
a Christian boy out here at the 
air base about soul winning. He 
Was interested and wanted to 
know more about the how of it. 
Several days later we got together 
again, and I gave him some more 
pointers. One week later he led 
a buddy at the air base to the 
Lord. Several days later after a 
Sunday evening church meeting, 
he led a girl to the Lord. The 
next day he led another friend to 
the Lord. The following evening 
he led a college-age girl to the 
Lord. He is increasingly thrilled 
with the soul-winning business. He 
asked me if I learned all about 
this down at Bob Jones University. 
I must say yes, Dr. Bob. Before 
I got to Bob Jones University, I 
had never won anybody to the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 

There is scarcely a day that we 
do not receive letters from our 
former students who are out in 
the world—some on the mission 
field, some in evangelistic work at 
home, some school teachers, some 
in the business world—-expressing 
appreciation for the wonderful 
things that God did for them when 
they were students in Bob Jones 
University. Day by day we marvel 
at the things: God has wrought; 
and we give Him all the glory for 
the wonderful influences that have 
been set into operation on this 


campus, which influences have 
gone to all parts of the world. 
Now, my friends, remember we 
are asking you to help us with 
our expansion plans. We must 
have two buildings at the earliest 
possible time. These two build- 
ings will relieve our dormitory 
congestion to some extent and will 
also relieve the congestion in our 
classrooms. I do not know. any- 
where that you could invest some 
of the Lord’s money and get great- 
er returns for time and for eter- 
nity than here at Bob Jones Uni- 
versity. Remember that from now 
until we complete our present 
expansion program, one-half of 
all the money that comes in, un- 
less it is definitely earmarked, will 
be set aside for the building pro- 
gram and one-fourth for the Stu- 
dent Loan Endowment Fund and 
one-fourth for the Missionary 
Fund. We are pleading with you 
to pray daily and pray earnestly 
for Bob Jones University. This is 
God’s school, and we want to keep 
it right, and we want this institu- 
tion to continue to operate under 
the directive will of God. Remem- 
ber, we are asking you Christian 
people to help us select the right 
kind of students so we can train 
the right kind of Christian lead- 
ers. We want to send out into the 
world trained Christian workers 
who will not compromise, for we 
are living in a day when so many 
professed Christians are compro- 
mising. Please let us hear from 
you, and God bless you. 
BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S. C. 
(Advertisement) 


by Grace Rice MacMullen" 


John Ruskin points out a won- 
derful lesson about. life when he 
talks about the making of music 
in a rest: 

“There is no music in a rest, 
but there is the making of music 
in it. In our whole life-melody 
the music is broken off here and 
there by rests and we foolishly 
think we have come to the end 
of the theme. God sends a time 
of forced leisure, sickness, disap- 
pointed plans, frustrated efforts, 
and makes a suidden pause in the 
choral hymn of our lives; and we 
lament that our voices must be 
silent, and our part missing in 
the music which ever goes up to 
the ear of the Creator. How does 
the musician read the rest? See 
him beat the time with unvarying 
count, and catch up the next note 
true and steady, as if no breaking 
place had come between. 


“Not without design does God 
write the music of our lives. Be 
it ours to learn the tune, and not 
to be dismayed at the rests. They 
are not to be slurred over, not to 
be omitted, not to destroy the 
melody, not to change the key- 
note. If we look up, God Himself 
will beat the time for us. With 
the eye on Him, we shall strike 
the next note full and clear. If we 
sadly say to ourselves, there is 
no music in a rest, let us not 
forget there is the making of 
music in it. The making of music 
is often a slow and painful process 
in this life. How patiently God 
works to teach us, How long He 
waits for us to learn the lesson!” 


Isn’t that wonderful? It will 
mean just a little bit more, I sus- 
pect, to the choir member than to 
anybody else. Particularly to the 
choir member who has at some 
time in his. career. (and who 
hasn’t?) come in in the middle of a 
rest while everybody else in the 
choir was still beating time! We 
must watch and pray, too, that we 
not be ahead of God in our lives, 
and blurt out™in the midst of one 
of His planned silences! 


There are many things about 
singing in the choir that are a 
blessing, if we but let them be, 
and many opportunities to serve 
the Lord by singing. Edward Dick- 
ensen said, “Song has proved such 
a necessity in worship that it may 
almost be said, “No music, no 
church.” Henry Van Dyke said, 
“A church without music is like 
a bird without wings.” Music is 
one of the most powerful things 
in life, and one of the most thrill- 
ing things about the church ser- 
vice, : 


To the Choir 


The choir has often been called 
the War Department of the 
church. (I wonder why!) I think 
maybe it should be called instead 
the Air Force! (At least it should 
provide the wings!) Let’s all be 
sure that our choir is a place of 
harmony, not discord, and destroy 
for all time the impression that 
there must be self-seeking among 
musicians. To be a blessing, the 
choir members have to be gener- 
ous, not’ selfish; spiritual, not 
fleshly-minded; seeking God's 
glory, not self-glory. I have heard 
of choir members who left the 
church when a newcomer unknow- 
ingly took the seat in the choir 
they had occupied! I am reminded 
of a cartoon I saw this week: 
the scene was apparently Heaven, 
and the characters were all angels 
with haloes and wings. One dis- 
gruntled soul was trying to leave 
the front door, as the others pull- 
ed her back, and one of the angels 
explained: “She says somebody’s 
sitting in her pew!” 

On the whole, choir members 
are a wonderful group of people 
who give of their time sacrificially, 
and sing to glorify God. They are 
faithful and loyal and bring great 
blessing all over the country. I 
am. glad for the little poem James 
Tillman wrote... “Z'’o the Choir.” 


You are the chosen of the Lord 
To sing his highest praises; 
And through the medium of song 
To show his wondrous ways. 


“How to Lead a Soul to Christ” 


FREE Pamphlet by Dr. Robert G. Lee. Write Today! 


The other day I was charmed 
when I received from Zondervan 
Publishing House a copy of the 
pamphlet, How to Lead a Soul to 
Christ, which is really a magnifi- 
cent sermon on the text, “He that 
winneth souls is wise,” by Dr. 
Robert G. Lee, famous pastor of 
the Bellevue Baptist Church, 
Memphis, Tennessee. I want our 
readers to have this little book. I 
want every subscriber of THE 
SWORD OF THE Lorp to get a bur- 
den for souls and learn how to win 
souls. Therefore I am buying these 
booklets by the thousand and of- 
fering one to every subscriber to 
TIE SWORD OF THE LORD. 


All you have to do is to write a 
letter saying, “Please send me Dr. 
Lee’s pamphlet, How to Lead a 
Soul to Christ,’ and we will mail 
it to you at once, without cost. 
Please write a letter, not just a 
post card. Only one such pamph- 
let free to a subscriber. If you 
want more, you may buy them 
at 25c apiece, the regular price. 
We believe that the pamphlet will 
do so much good that God will 


someway provide for thé hundreds 
of dollars of expense in sending 
them out. 

Dr. Lee writes about how to 
lead a soul to Christ under the 
following heads: 


|. Correct Conceptions 
l!. Christ's Command 
I1l. Compassionate Concern 
IV. Conformable Consecration 
V. Continuous Communication With God 
VI. Convincing Computation 
Vil. Constraining Continuance 
Vill. Crucified Christ | 


You will love this booklet and 
be blessed by it, and so will all the 
family and friends who read it. 
Won’t you get your copy at once? 
Remember, this offer is good 
ONLY DURING JULY! 


Of course, if you wish, you may 
send an offering for expenses, or 
you may enclose orders. But pay 
the postage on your own letter, 
of course. Address the Sword of 
the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois. 


$1,600 Sermon Contest . . . 


(Continued from page 1) 


had two sermons each. As you will 
see: 

Grand prize of $250 went to 
Evangelist John Linton of River- 
side, Windsor, Ontario, Canada, for 
the sermon, “The Bible—a Super- 
natural Book.” 

First prize, $150, went to Evan- 
gelist Hugh Pyle of Atlanta, 
Georgia, for his sermon on “The 
Paths of the Destroyer.” 

First prize, $150, went to Dr. 
John Wimbish, pastor of Calvary 


Baptist Church, New York City, |. 
for the sermon, ‘‘What Is a Chris-} 


tian Scientist?” 

First prize, $150, went to Dr. 
Arthur Petrie of Seattle, Washing- 
ton, for his sermon, “Peter and 
Rome.” 

Second prizes: went to the fol- 
lowing: 

To Evangelist Eddie Martin, 
$100 for his sermon, “Three Be- 
setting Sins of the Christian;” 

To Dr. John Wimbish, $100 for 
his sermon, “Should We Burn the 
Revised Standard Version?’ 

To Dr. Arthur Petrie, $100 for 
his sermon on “Genesis One;”’ 

To Dr. J. B. Rowell, $100: for his 
sermon on “The Worship of Mary.” 

Four $50 awards were made as 
follows: 

One to Dr. Monroe Parker for 
his sermon, “Wolves in Sheep’s 
Clothing;” a 

One to Rev. J. Kenneth Clark 
for his sermon on liquor, ‘“Fhe De- 
ceiver of the Ages;” 

Two awards to Evangelist Wal- 
ter Hughes for the two sermons, 
“Is the Bible the Word of God?” 
and “Jesus Christ, Who Is He? 
Deceived? Deceiver? or Deity?” 

There were other fine sermons 
and some of them had a tre- 
mendous amount of work and 
study and doubtless much pray- 
er. We believe that everybody who 
entered the contest received great 
blessing from God as he studied 
the Word of God and prepared his 
sermons. 


Yours is the privilege of grace; 
Your words his truth express; 
Through sacred music you pro- 
mote 
The caf®e_ of righteousness. 


So lift your voice with one accord, 
And let your anthems ring; 
The people will be richly blessed, 
And God will hear you sing, 


Congratulations, all you choir 
members, and God bless you! Keep 
on being faithful, and sing with 
blessing, “with joy in your hearts 
to the Lord.” It will be good 
practice for the singing we'll do 
in Heaven, singing glory and honor 
unto the Lamb of God! 


‘ateh Your Label?! 


The figure just below your 
name indicates the month and 
the year through which your 
present subscription runs. 

Renew early so you won't 
miss a single copy of ... THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. 


Next week, God willing, we will 
publish the first of these contest- 
winning sermons. Watch for the 
sermon by Evangelist John Lin- 
ton on “The Bible—A Supernatur- 
al Book.” | 


New Life Gd 


num nwaee 
Have you seen MR. SQUIRREL’S 
LESSON? A fine children’s film with 
a clear Gospel message! Running 
time, 12 min, Rental $4.00, bi & wh. 
Life time lease costs only $50.00. 


[1] DEALERSHIP 
C) RENTAL 


1035 W. WILCOX, PEORIA, ILL. 


48-CUP ELECTRIC COFFEE 


URN GIVEN to 


| “=, YOUR CHURCH WITHOUT 
i eg > ONE PENNY COST! 


Get this big gleaming 48-Cup Electric 
Drip-O-Lator Coffee Urn and never pay 
3 or send a single penny! I'll send it to you 
‘oa, in advance along witha supply of my fa- 
mous flavoring. All you need todois have 
2@ 10 members of your group each sell only 
4 bottles and the 48-Cup Urn is yours to 
keep! Take as long as 60 days. No money 
down... we givecredit. Not acent of your 
Ch own money is needed, 
ee fe "a ever. Write now for this 
matt (3 Guaranteed by *\ amazing offer. 
_2@\ Good Housekeepng 7 Anna Elizabeth Wade 
. ae i Tyree Street 
Lynchburg, Virginia 


Smant-Lorking Clothes 


STUDY AT HOME—DEVELOP YOUR TALENT 


Whether you wish to make a career of dress design- 
Y ing or want only to gain the skill needed to create 
original styles for yourself and members of your family, 
the National School of Dress Design now offers you the 
opportunity to acquire practical basic training which re- 
quires only spare time study at home. 

Yo those with aptitude, our interesting home study 
foundation Course in Fashion Designing, Fashion Sketch- 
ing, Pattern re Cutting, and Fitting provides a 
sound fundamental background—a background which 
Inay open the door to an eventual fashion career, or add 
fascination, thrills, and zest, as well as increased skill, to 
the work of the homesewer or the dressmaker. 


A LEADING HOME STUDY FASHION SCHOOL 


Backed by years of experience, our training covers all 
essential phases of styling and costume designing. Basic 
principles are taught by the inspiring “learn-by-doing 
method, step-by-step under the supervision of a qualified 
instructor who takes a real interest in your progress. 


FREE BOOKLET! MAIL COUPON TODAY! 
Clip and mail ceu 


NATIONAL SCHOOL OF DRESS DESIGN 
835 Diversey Parkway, Dept.i23B, Chicago 14, Ili, 
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Page Five 


A Fool’s Last Night on Earth 


(Continued from page 2) 


company of two other women. One 
was a giddy young blonde with 
heavily painted face, red finger- 
nails, guady dress, filthy vocabu- 
lary and a small bottle of whisky 
in the pocket of her fur coat. The 
other woman was a well-dressed 
woman of culture and refinement 
whose husband had been a prom- 
inent businessman for years. If I 
should mention her name, it would 
be recognized immediately by the 
majority who read this. 


The train was delayed and the 
ride was long, so the women in 
the small compartment “took 
down their hair.’’ The giddy blonde 
offered the other two a drink of 
whisky which they refused, told 
how she was going to spend the 
weekend with a soldier in Chicago, 


‘how she lived for lustful pleasures. 


She asked to try on the distingu- 
ished lady’s large diamond rings 
and said she would be the happiest 
person in the world if only she 
had such rings and a mink coat. 


Mrs. Rice told of being the 
wife of an evangelist, how happy 
she was to be a Christian and in 
the Lord’s work. 


The other lady then spoke to 
the blonde, “My dear, you say you 
would be the happiest woman in 
the world if only you had my 
rings, my coat and my home. But 
I have these and a great many 
more things and instead of being 
happy, I believe I am the unhap- 
piest woman in the world. I have 
found that wealth does not bring 
happiness. I have .large homes, 
servants and automobiles, but for 
years I have not been happy. My 
husband and I have grown apart; 
our love has grown cold. Today I 
believe I know where the trouble 
lies. We have left.Christ out of 
our lives, Mrs. Rice has found the 
secret of a happy life—the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” : 

Yes, many a Christian surround- 
ed by poverty and hardship has 
joy in his heart. But one may have 
everything that money will buy 
and be miserable without Christ. 
Therefore, any man.is a fool who 
leaves Christ out of his life! 


2. His Plans Were Entirely for 
This Life, With No Preparation 
for the. Life to Come 
He spent all his time, thoughts 
and energy on the life he lived 
in the flesh, a life that was soon 
to be over. Any man is a fool to 
think more of his body than of his 
soul. While his body. will last only 
seventy or eighty ‘years, his soul 
will live on in Heaven or Hell 
forever. Therefore,;a man who 
leaves Christ out of his life, who 
has no thought for his soul, is not 
only a fool, but he is a double- 
barreled fool! He misses the best 
in his life and must spend eternity 
in Hell. He sells his soul’s salva- 
tion for a few wicked pleasures 
of a short season. He is short- 
sighted. He is “penny-wise”’ and 

“‘dollar-foolish.”’ 


In a revival campaign in Cairo, 
Illinois, one night I preached on 
the wickedness and folly of choos- 
ing worldly -pleasure for a time 
rather than being saved and in 
Heaven forever. To illustrate the 
wisdom of accepting Christ and 
making sure of Heaven, I held up 
a nickel and a dollar bill. “Is 
there a boy in the house who 
wants some money?” I asked. “If 
so, come up here and I will give 
you either this dollar or this 
nickel—either one you choose.” A 
fine boy came forward, and I held 
out both hands to him, a nickel 
in one hand and the dollar in the 
other.” You may have this nickel 


right now,” I told him, “or you 


may wait until tomorrow night 
and take the dollar. Anyone you 
say may keep it for you; your dad 
or pastor or just anyone else you 
choose. But if you choose the dol- 
lar, you must wait until tomorrow 
night to get it. Now, which will 
you choose, the nickel right now 
or the dollar tomorrow night?” 
Of course I -was sure he would 
take the dollar. But I was wrong! 
He said, “I'll take the nickel right 


now!” Although I tried to per- 


suade him to wait until tomorrow 
night and take twenty nickels (for 
this crazy kid was ruining my il- 
lustration), he insisted on taking 
the nickel. “I am going to buy 


an ice cream cone on the way 


home from church,” he said. Al- 


though I reminded him that by 
_ Waiting until tomorrow night he 


would get enough nickels to get 
sick on, he stuck to his guns. He 
got the nickel, ‘ 
Thinking I could yet salvage my 
illustration, I again held up a dol- 
lar and a nickel and asked if there 
was another boy who wanted me 
to give him some money. Anoth- 
er boy came forward, and this 
time I made a little sales talk be- 
fore offering the money—told him 


how smart he looked, what a fine 


businessman he was going to be; 
and so on. Then I asked him 
which he wanted—a little nickel 
that would hardly buy anything 
or a whole big dollar? After all 
my buildup, I’ll be hanged-if the 
little dickens didn’t take the 
nickel! 

Another boy came, and another, 
and each time it was the same 
story. 1 ran out of nickels and 
took up a collection of them from 
the audience and made the offer 
to the girls who were there. The 
result was the same! To save my 
life, I could not “sell” that dollar 
to any of them if they had to wait 
until the next day to spend it! At 
the time I was embarrassed silly, 
but the song leader and I have 
had many a chuckle over it since. 


Anyone can see that those boys 
and girls were foolish. They did 
not think it through. For the sake 
of one nickel, they forfeited 
twenty. And yet many men and 
women are just as shortsighted. 
They are interested in only the 
present, never in the future, They 
are concerned with their bodies 
that will one day decay rather 
than in their souls that will live 
forever. 

Do not misunderstand me; this 
life is important. It is important 
where one lives, where one works, 
and so on. But surely any man is 
a fool to become so wrapped up in 
this life that he has no thought for 
the life to come. Nc 


I remember a pastor and I visit- 
ing a man in Michigan during a 
revival campaign to try to win 
him to Christ. Both his wife and 
son had been saved. He was up 
in the haymow throwing down 
hay to his stock. So the pastor 
climbed up. the ladder to help. him 
and to speak with him..He.was 
“tough.” 
dangling through the trap door as 
he said to the preacher, “Listen, 
Clare, if my old woman wants re- 
ligion, that’s her business. If my 
son wants religion, that’s his 
business. But I have no time to 
think of it. I have the finest farm 
in the county [that was true], 
and I have bought the commun- 
ity store. I’m doing all right. May- 
be I will come to church sometime, 
but don’t worry about me. I’ll be 
all right. And if I want to hear 
you preach, I'll come to church.” 


That was Saturday night. Mon- 
day morning he fell out of the 
haymow and died on the way to 
the doctor. He had had no time to 
think of his soul, and God had 
said, “Thou fool, this night thy 
soul shall be required of thee.” 


Some years ago, when I was 
pastor of a Baptist church in 
Texas, Mrs. Rice and I went to 
eat dinner one day with a farm- 
er’s family. After a fine dinner, 
one of the farmer’s daughters, a 
beautiful sixteen-year-old girl, in- 
vited us to see her new bedroom. 
We went in to look at the room, 
commenting on the new furniture, 
curtains, and so on. On the dress- 
ing table, I noticed the picture of a 
girl. Her hair was dyed white, her 
eyebrows painted, and she wore 
a low-cut, revealing dress. It was 
a picture of a Hollywood actress, 
Jean Harlow. Noticing my glance, 
the girl picked the picture up and 
said, “Isn’t she beautiful, Mr. 
Rice? Isn't she glamorous? And 
she’s rich, too. And all the men 
are just crazy about her! I would 
give anything in the world if I 
could be like her. If I could trade 
places with anyone I wanted to in 
the whole world, it would be Jean 
Harlow!” — 

I was shocked. “Imogene,” I 
said, “you don’t mean that. There 
is nothing to make me believe this 
woman is. a Christian or even lives 
a clean, virtuous life. You 
wouldn’t want to be like her.” 

“Oh, but I would,’ she told me 
indignantly. “It would be so won- 
derful to have money to buy just 
everything you wanted—nice 
clothes, swanky cars, big homes. 
And Jean Harlow can have any 


I could see his feet 


man she wants. Because she is so 
beautiful, all the men are simply 
wild about her. After I had a mil- 
lion dollars and was married to a 
handsome man, I could be a Chris- 
tian.” 

I tried to tell how there were 
many things that neither money 
nor beauty could buy, that no de- 
cent man would want to marry 
her, More than that, I reminded 
her that “the wages of sin is 
death” (Rom, 6:23) and “the soul 
that sinneth, it shall die’ (Ezek. 
18:20). But it was of no avail. In 
fact, she became angry, and we 
dropped the subject. 


Later in the afternoon, Mrs. 
Rice and I drove back to Gaines- 
ville. I drove by our home to let 
her out of the car and then went 
to Creighton’s Drugstore for a 
daily paper. When my eyes fell 
upon the headlines, to my amaze- 
ment I. read, “JEAN HARLOW 
DIES!” The article told of. her 
sudden death and referred the 
reader to another section of the 
paper where there were pictures 
of the late actress, sexy pictures of 
her in a bathing suit, evening 
gown, and so forth. As I remem- 
ber it; the article said she began 
her popular screen career in a 
picture called ‘“Hell’s Angels,” in 
which she played the part of a 
prostitute; that she had been one 
of the “naughty” girls of the 
movies. 

I got back into my Ford, drove 
back the seven miles to the farm- 
house, walked up through the 
strawberry patch and knocked on 
the back door. The farmer’s wife 
came to the door, surprised to 
see me. I asked to see Imogene. 
She was called, I said to her, ‘““To- 
day you told me that you would 
rather exchange places with Jean 
Harlow than any one in the world, 
and so... .” But she angrily in- 
terrupted me. “‘That’s what I said, 
and that’s what I meant,” she 
said, “and I don’t want you to say 
anything more to me about it! 
If I want to hear you preach, I'll 
come to church!” 


I explained that I had not come 
to preach to her, but that today’s 
paper had a lot to say about Jean 
Harlow, that I knew she would be 
interested, and so had driven all 
the way back merely to give her 
a copy of the paper. With that I 
thrust the tightly rolled news- 
paper into her hands, walked to 
my car, and then drove away. 


The following Sunday morning 
the entire family was in our 
church service. I preached, gave 
the invitation, and Imogene ‘was 
the first to come forward. ;She 
was crying so hard she could hard- 
ly speak. Finally she managed to 
say, “Oh, I have been so wicked! 
Will God forgive me? Oh, what if 
I had been permitted to change 
places with Jean Harlow—where 
would I be today! I have been so 
wicked, will God still forgive me 
and save me?” I assured her.that 
He would, and she was gloriously 
saved that morning, as were sev- 
eral other members of her family. 


But how many people have left 
God out of their lives and thoughts 
and hearts until at last He has 
said, “Thou fool, this night thy 
soul shall be required of thee.” 

How foolish and wicked it is to 
neglect your soul’s salvation! The 
soul is far more important than 
the body. Your body may last 
sixty or seventy or even a hun- 
dred years, but your soul will live 
forever and ever in Heaven or in 
Hell. Any person is certainly a 
fool not to consider this and be 
saved, Jesus warned of this very 
matter when He said, “For what 
shall it profit a man, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul?” (Mark 8:36). 

And to be unsaved is doubly 
foolish, for no man can possibly 
get the most out of this life with- 
out the Lord Jesus. Real joy, real 
peace, real satisfaction—these 
blessings come through trusting in 
Christ, 

Do not put off making a decision 
for Christ any longer but gladly 
trust Him right now to save you 
and to forgive your sins. 


(From the book of sermons by Evangelist 
Bill Rice, THE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAM- 
PION WHO LOST HIS TITLE. 128 pages, 
$1.50. Sword of the Lord Publishers, 
Wheaton, Illinois.) 


Act Today! 

You have read the moving ser- 
mon by Evangelist Bill Rice des- 
cribing a fool’s last night on earth. 
You do not want to follow his 
example, caring for your body but 
neglecting your soul. Surely you 
do not want to continue making 


Daniel and His Friends 


(Continued from page 1) 


the moment you take this stand, 
you say, in effect, you think you 
are better than other people. 
When you are in Rome, do as the 
Romans do. When you are in 
Jerusalem you must keep the com- 
mandments; but nobody could pos- 
sibly think of your keeping them 
down here in Babylon.” 

Now there is no doubt but the 
Devil told Daniel just that same 
thing; he wanted him to do in 
Babylon as the people of Babylon 
did; but Daniel had courage to 
stand up to the law of his God, 
and say No! Consequences! Never 
mind the consequences; there 
wasn't any such word in his dic- 
tionary. When it came to a ques- 
tion of obeying the law of his 
God, he was going to obey, and let 


‘God take care of the consequences. 


Just hear what is said in this 
eighth verse of the first chapter 
of this book: “Daniel purposed in 
his heart.” Now, the trouble with 


a great many people is, that when. 


they purpose to do right they only 


purpose in their heads, and that. 
doesn’t amount to much; if yout 


are going to be a Christian, you 
must purpose to serve God down 
in your heart. “With the heart: 
man believeth unto righteousness.” 


So the young Israelite determined ' 
that he would not eat the king’s: 


meat, nor drink the king’s wine, 
because it was against the law 
of his God: but he got the eunuch 
to bring him and his friends pulse 
and water. 

Now just look at this reason 
which Daniel and his friends gave 
to the king’s servant; they den’t 
try to dedge the question at all, 
they say mght out at once, “We 
cannot do this, because the law of 
our God forbids it.” I am afraid 
some of you, if you had been in 
their places, would have tried to 
hide behind some excuse; youl 

(Continued on page 6) 


the same foolish mistake this man 
made in planning only for the 
present life, with no preparation 
for the life to come. No doubt now 
you realize that you need Christ 
as your personal Saviour from 
sin and that to put off salvation 
can mean eternal damnation. So I 
beg of you to end your rejection 
of Christ this moment by receiving 
Him as Lord and Saviour. If you 
will right now, this very. moment, 
ask the Saviour to forgive your 
sins and come into your heart, and 
trust Him this moment to do it, 
then sign the decision form below. 
Clip it out or copy it and mail it 
in today, or write of your decision 
in your own words, and the editor 
will write you a letter of counsel 
and encouragement. 


Dr. John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 
Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read the sermon by Evan- 
gelist Bill Rice, “A Fool's Last 
Night on Earth.” I do not want to 


be a fool who puts off salvation 
until he jands in Hell. Right now, 
this moment, I honestly turn from 
my sins and ask Jesus to come 
into my heart. Well do I know 
that I am a wicked sinner with 
Many sins, deserving to be sent 
to Hell, but right now I confess 
my sinfulness and count on Jesus 
Christ to forgive every ore of 
them. I count entirely upon what 
He has done at Caivary to save 
me, not on any goodness or moral- 
ity of my own. Right now I will 
depend upon Him to make me His 
child and take me to Heaven, An@ 
with His help I will set out to live 
for Him and seek to do what He 
wants me to do as long as I live 
on this earth. Please let Evangelist 
Bill Rice know of my decisicn to 
take Christ as my personal Sav- 
iour from sin and send me some 
heipful literature. 
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be printed? The matter got 


book is the result. 


and his sins. 


CHAPTER TITLES: 


. All Christians Do Sin 

- Only God’s Grace Can 
Keep Such Frail Chris- 
tians Saved 

. What Sin Does to the 
Christian 

| 4. The Christian’s Happiness 

in Heaven Depends on 

How He Lived on Earth 

5. The Way to Forgiveness 
and Cleansing 

. Living a Life of Victory 
Over Sin 


These 


he 


—— 


| needed also for the warm illustra- 
, tions, the fervent, heart-warming 
teaching, with life-changing, Spir- 

it-filled impact on the heart. The 
| whole matter of the security of a 
| believer, of sanctification or holi- 

ness, of daily forgiveness and 
cleansing and victory, are dealt 


SAYS: 


MESSAGES.” 


CHRISTIAN SINS? 


by John R. Rice, D.D., Litt. D. 


out of much experience, prayer, and a 
lifetime of Bible study. Last summer 
when Dr. Rice preached to a great con- 
gregation in Pennsylvania on “What Sin 
Does to a Christian,” two ministers ask- 
ed where the material could be secured. 
Was it in print? If not, when would it 


Rice’s heart so that he spent a great 
deal of time writing and rewriting. This 


These are not separate sermons. Rath- 
er, there are six chapters, all carefully 


| 

| 

| 

| 
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| 

| 

| 
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| 

| prepared upon the topic of a Christian 
| 


settle many problems for young Christians ond 
Christians who ore troubled about their failures. 
We believe this book will be a milestone on a 
life of victory ond service for countless thousands 
of Christians. 


On the hard-bound cover is pictured 
Simon Peter after he had betrayed 
Christ. 


This book is not only very greatly need- 
ed for its clear Bible teaching: it is 
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on Dr. 


134 poges in this beautiful book will 


with in a most satisfying way. 
Yet there is a most solemn warn- . 
ing of the ravages and ruin that | 
can come to a child of God by 

unconfessed and unforsaken sin. | 
We believe this latest book by Dr. | 
Rice will be a great blessing to | 
thousands. 
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Page Six 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, July 15, 1955 


Daniel and His Friends 


(Continued from page 5) 


would have said you were not very 
well, or that meat and wine didn’t 
agree with you. Not so with Dan- 
jel: he tells that heathen why he 
can’t eat the king’s meat, and 
drink the king’s wine, and I have 
no doubt the man respected him 
for it. But the servant said it 
wouldn't do at all. 

“If you don’t eat, the king will 
find it out; he will see you some- 
time looking lean and thin, and 
will ask what is the matter; and 
when he finds out that I have 
brought you something else, I 
shall lose my head, and you will 
lose yours.” 

“Just try us for ten days,” said 
Daniel. “Give us pulse to eat, and 
water to drink, and see how we 
get along on it.” So the servant 
tried them on the pulse and water, 
and when they came before the 
king, the eunuch’s fears were all 
gone, for the faces of Daniel and 
his friends were fairer and {fat- 
ter than any of the others. 

Some people think wine makes 
them look better, and that they 
cannot get along without it. Just 
look at their red noses and bloat- 
ed faces. It is God’s truth, and 
Daniel tested it, that cold water, 
with a clear conscience, is a good 
deal more healthy than wine. 


Some people say they cannot get 


and commanded that all the wise 
men should be put to death. You 
belong to that school, so you will 
have to die with the rest of them.” 


“Tt seems to me the king is 
rather hasty,” says Daniel. “Just 
let him give us a little time, and 
I will show him his dream, and 
the interpretation also.” 


That night Daniel and his three 
friends had a little prayer meet- 
ing together; perhaps they read 
the story of Joseph, and how the 
dreams of old Pharaoh were re- 
vealed to him, and how he came 
afterward to be a great man in 
Egypt. They knew that all secret 
things were known to God, and 
they asked Him to reveal this one. 
Then they went to bed and slept 
soundly. 

I don’t think many of you would 
have gone to sleep with such dan- 
ger as that hanging over your 
heads. But Daniel slept, and in his 
sleep the king’s dream was reveal- 
ed to him. 

Next morning there was a great 
stir all about the palace. It had 
gotten out that a young Hebrew 
captive was going to tell the king 
his dream, and save the lives of 
all the wise men in Babylon, and 
everybody was anxious to know 
about it. 


I can see the young man 
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Hopkinsville, Louisville, 


Louis, Toledo, Montreal, 


Tampa, 
Florence, Boulder, Las 


Vegas, 


along without stimulants; but I 
tell you, all the stimulant a per- 
son needs is the Word and the 
grace of God. 

There was a soldier down in 
Tennessee when I was in the army, 
a great, strong, hearty fellow, who 
was a teetotaler. One day, when 
the army was on a long march, 
somebody offered him a drink of 
whisky. 

“IT am a teetotaler,” 
reply. 

“Never mind that, you are in 
the army now; besides, you need 
some stimulant to help you on 
this long march.” 


The man took out a pocket 
Bible and held it up before the 
face of his tempter, and said, 
“That is all the stimulant I want.” 


Just so with Daniel; he took 
God’s side in this question, and 
held to God’s terms, and God made 
him strong and healthy, and gave 
him favor with those who saw his 
honesty; and, above all, gave him 
peace in his own soul. 


was his 


Daniel and the King’s Dream 


The next thing we hear of him 
the king has had a dream, and all 
the wise men are called to inter- 
pret it. Now I seem to see an of- 
ficer coming in, laying his hand 
on Daniel’s shoulder and arrest- 
ing him in the king’s name. 

“What is the matter?” 
Daniel. 

“T am very sorry,” says the of- 
ficer, “but the king had a dream 
last night, and when he woke up 
he could not remember it, so he 
called all his wise. men together, 
and asked them to tell him his 
dream, and then to interpret it 
for him; and when no One of them 
could do it the king was angry, 


asks 


brought into the presence of the 
mighty monarch. He stands there 
without the slightest fear, because 
his God in whom he trusts has 
made him master of the situation. 


There must have been joy 
among those wise men when they 
found out that this youth was 
able to tell the king’s dream, -and 
save their lives for them. 

The king looks at him, and says, 
“Young man, can you tell me my 
dream, and the interpretation of 
agg 

“My God can tell it,” answers 
Daniel; and then he begins: “O 
king, whilst thou didst lie with thy 
head on thy pillow thou didst 
dream, and in thy dream thou 
sawest a great image—” 

“That's it!” says Nebuchadnez- 
zar, his face lighting up all at 


once, “that’s it. I remember it 
now.” 
“Yes sir,” says Daniel, “my God 


revealed it to me last night in a 
dream.” 

You see, my friends, he doesn’t 
take any credit to himself, but 
gives all the glory to God, 


Then Daniel goes on with the 
dream. “The head of this great 
image was gold, his breast and his 
arms were silver, his belly and 
thighs of brass, his legs of iron, 
and his feet were part of iron 
and part of clay; and then, O king, 
thou sawest a stone cut out with- 
out hands, which struck the image 
upon its feet and crushed it to 
pieces until it become like the dust 
of the summer threshing floor.” 

“That’s all right,” says the king. 
“Now can you tell me the inter- 
pretation of it?” 

I imagine some of you would 
have tried to soften down that 


pretty hard thing for Daniel to 
stand there before that great 
monarch and tell him that his 
kingdom was to be like the dust 
of the summer threshing floor, I 
suppose Babylon was the biggest 
city that ever was in the world. 
It was sixty miles around, and 
some writers tell us that the walls 
were from sixty-five to eighty- 
five feet high, and twenty-five 
feet thick, so that four chariots 
could be driven abreast on the 
top of them. But-in spite of all 
this greatness, Daniel tells him 
the truth. 

“Thou art this head of gold. 
And after thee shall arise another 
kingdom inferior to thee, and an- 
other third kingdom of brass, which 
shall bear rule over all the earth. 
And the fourth kingdom. shall 
be strong as iron.” ‘Afterward it 
shall be divided, and become part 
strong and part weak.’ “And in the 
days of these kings shall the God 
of heaven set up a kingdom, which 
shall never be destroyed ... it 
shall break in pieces and consume 
all these kingdoms, and it shall 
stand for ever.” 

My friends, I believe in the 
literal fulfillment of these God- 
given words of Daniel, and in the 
sure fulfillment of the prophecy 
of the stone cut out of the moun- 
tain without hands. Daniel himself 
lived to see the first kingdom 
overthrown, when the Medes and 
Persians came in: then came Al- 
exander and the Grecian kingdom; 
and then came Caesar and the Ro- 
mans; and by and by the king- 
dom of God shall grind the king- 
doms of this world into dust and 
bring in the new reign of peace. 
That will be the millennium, when 
Christ shall sway His scepter over 
all the earth. 

The king was greatly pleased 
with Daniel, and made a great 
man of him; and four his sake 
put his three friends also into 
office. You see, when Daniel got 


into a good place he didn’t forget 


his friends. God had blessed them 
signally in the time of danger, 
and what was, perhaps, a harder 
thing, He gave them grace in the 
time of prosperity to keep them 
true to Him. Their faith and their 
fortunes seemed to wax strong to- 
gether. 


The Great Idol and Three 
Bold Christians 


Not long afterward—maybe it 
was the dream that put it into 
his head—Nebuchadnezzar made a 
great image of gold, and set it up 
in the plain of Dura, near to the 
city. It was about ninety feet 
high, and about nine feet wide. I 
rather think the king intended 
that image to represent himself. 
He was going to have a universal 
religion, and he was going to be 
head of it; so he gave orders to 
all the nobility and the officers of 
his kingdom to come to the dedi- 
cation of this golden image, 


I don’t know where Daniel was 
at this time; perhaps he was in 
some other part of the country on 
business. I am sure he was not at 
the dedication, or we should likely 
have heard of him. However, his 
friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, were there, along with 
the rest of the counselors and 
satraps, high secretaries, and 
princes of the people. Their ene- 
mies were there, too, watching for 
the chance to get them out of the 
way. A faithful servant of God is 
sure to have enemies. 

It was a great day when the 
image was unveiled. I seem to see 
it flashing in the sunlight, the vast 
throng of worshipers’ standing 
around it, and the king at the 
head of a splendid procession of his 
lords and ladies coming across the 
plain with banners flying. and 
music playing. Really it must have 
been a trying time for these three 
men, who were so much out of 
fashion as not to bow down to 
the great idol when everybody 


else was doing it. 


“Then an herald cried aloud, To 
you it is commanded, O people, 
nations, and languages, That at 
what time ye hear the sound of 
the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds 
of musick, ye fall down and wor- 
ship the golden image that Nebu- 
chadnezzar the king hath set up: 
And whoso falleth not down and 
worshippeth shall the same hour 
be cast into the midst of a burn- 
ing “fiery furnace.” These three 
men heard the commandment, but 
there was another commandment 
which they had not forgotten: 
“Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me.” The king said, “Bow 
down”; God said, ‘‘No.” It didn’t 
take them a minute to decide 
which to obey. 

Now I suppose some people 
would have said, “You might just 
bow down a little; you need not 
worship, you know, just bend your 
knee a little; that won’t do any 
harm; you need not say any prayer. 
to the idol.” Not a bit of it; these 
men were not going to compromise 
their consciences, and their ene- 
mies knew it very well. They ut- 
terly refused to bend the knee 
to the god of gold. 


Ah! how many people are there 
in this city who cry, Give me 
gold, give me money, and I will 
do anything. Perhaps those people 
think that men in Nebuchadnez- 
zar’s time ought not to have 
bowed down to the golden idol, 
but they themselves are worship- 
ing a golden idol every day. Money 
is their god. 

Now the hour has ‘arrived, 
everything is ready; the king 
makes a sign with his hand, and 
the cornets, the sackbuts, and all 
the other instruments give a great 
blast, and the whole multitude 
fall down on their faces before the 
great image which Nebuchadnez- 
zar has set up. 

No, not all; there are three 
pairs of stiff knees in that king- 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Getting Mad and Quitting 
the Church 


An old negro preacher said to 
his audience: “Some folks think 
they hurt the chureh when they 
get mad and quit, but they are 
wrong about that. It never hurts 
the tree for the dried-up apples 
to fall off!” 


* * * 


Martyrs’ 400th Anniversary 


Ceremonies were held at Oxford, 
England, last month to mark the 
400th anniversary of the martyr- 
dom of Hugh Latimer and Nich- 
Olas Ridley. The two Anglican 
bishops who led the Reformation 
in Britain were burned at the 
stake in 1555, by order of Queen 
Mary I, after they refused to re- 


cant. 


* * * 


Legalizing Sin in Galveston 


Mayor George Roy Clough says 
he intends to throw the city of 


4| Galveston, Texas, wide open this 


fall to gambling and prostitution, 
despite pleas made by Galveston 
ministers. 


* + * 
Christian College Opens 
in Japan 
In Japan, 108 students entered 
the Christian College when it 
opened on April 12, according toa 
recent announcement by the 
school’s president, Donald E. Hoke. 


(Continued on page 7) 
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When a Christian Sins 


(Continued from page 1) 


sin. But surely, as I wait on Him 
and judge my heart in the light of 
the Scriptures, God will reveal to 
me that some matter has lain in 
my heart, some wicked self-will, 
some human pride, some critical 
heart toward others, some failure 
in prayer, some wavering of faith, 
which is sin, and which has been 
sin in my heart for long. Oh, the 
blind wickedness of the heart ‘of 
even the best Christian who ever 
lived! And I am far from the best. 


So, according to Scriptures, we 
now, present tense, have sin. All 
of us have sin in our hearts and 
lives. If we say we have not we 


are ‘simply deceiving ourselves. To 


say that we have no sin is not | 
the truth. 


We need to read again the in- 
dictment against the whole human 
race given in Romans. Remember, 
that speaks about me and speaks 
about you and about every other 
person who lives on this earth. 


“What then? are we better than 
they? No, in no wise: for we have 
before proved both Jews and Gen- 
tiles, that they are all under sin; 
As it is written, There is none 
righteous, no, not one: There is 
none that understandeth, there is 
none that seeketh after God. They 
are all gone out of the way, they 
are together become unprofitable; 


Daniel and 


(Continued from page 6) 


dom. Their enemies had taken 
care to put them into the. front 
rank, where they could watch 
them, and find occasion to accuse 
them before the king. I seem to 
see these fellows looking out of 
the corners of their eyes, when, 
by the king’s commandment, they 
should have been worshipping the 
idol, and I can hear them saying 
to. themselves, “Aha! we have 
caught you now.” Then they go 
‘straightway and tell the king. 


“O, king, live forever! Do you 
know that there are three men 
in your country who will not bow 
down to you?” 

“No,” says the king, “who are 
they?”’ 

“Oh, they are some of those 
Hebrew captives; they do not bow 
down with the rest of us, and we 
thought you would like to know 
it.” 

“Bring them to me,” says the 
king in a great rage, “I will see 
whether these fellows are going 
to disobey my orders like that.” 


It is quite likely he would have 
ordered their heads to have been 
taken off at once, if he had not 
remembered that they were par- 
ticular friends. of Daniel. 


Now they stand face to face 
with the great king. “What.is this 
I hear of you?” says Nebuchad- 
nezzar. “It is said you disobey my 
orders, and do not bow down and 
worship my golden image. Now 
Tll try you once more;: then, if 
you do not bow down, into the 
furnace you go.” 


We do not know who the speak- 
er was on that occasion; perhaps 
_ it was Shadrach. He stands there 
with his two friends, looking 
calmly at the king, and thinking 
of the fiery furnace without the 
slightest fear, and this is what: he 
says: : 

‘We are not careful to answer 
thee in this matter, O King; our 
God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and he will deliver us out 
of thine hand, O king. But wheth- 
er he deliver us or not, we will 
not bow down.’ 


Christ With Three Hebrews 
in the Fiery Furnace 


‘Who is this God of yours that 
is able to deliver you out of my 
hand?’ says the king, screaming 
with rage, _ 

“Go and heat that furnace seven 
times hotter thah ever, and thrust 
these fellows into it. Be quick. I 
will not have any such rebels in 
my kingdom.” — 

So some of the king’s servants 
hurry away to the furnace to stir 
up the fire; others seize Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, and take 
them away. When the furnace 
doors are opened, the fire is so 
hot that it burns the king’s ser- 
vants to death, but it does not 
harm the three men who are cast 
headlong into it. Then the king 
goes and looks into the furnace, 
and what is his astonishment as 
he sees four men instead of three, 
walking in the midst of the fire, 


His Friends 


the fire, and He made haste and 
came down Himself to see that 
they suffered no harm, Ah! Jesus 
is always with His people. You 
can never do any real harm to a 
man who is one of God’s obedi- 
ent children. The fire only burn- 
ed off the Devil’s bands, but didn’t 
singe a hair of their heads. 


Does not Christ say that the 
hairs of our heads are all num- 
bered? Now, who of you ever 
heard of a mother who loved her 
little child well enough to count 
the hairs on his curly head? But 
the Lord loves His children so 
well that He counts their hairs— 
every one. My friends, let us re- 
member that it is safe always to 
do what God wants us to do. If 
our way to Heaven lies through 
fire and water, it is all the same, 
it is all right; that is the proper 
way for us to go. 

Then the king came to the 
mouth of the furnace and called 
those servants of the most high 
God to come forth. Nobody could 
take them out of such a fire, but 
they came out of their own accord. 
‘Then Nebuchadnezzar spake and 
said, . 3 

“Blessed be the God of Shad- 
rach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, 
who hath sent his angel, and de- 
livered his servants that trusted 
in him, and. have changed the 
king’s word,.and yielded their 
bodies, that they might not serve 
nor worship any god, except their 
own God; Therefore I make a 
decree, That every people, nation, 
and language, which speak any- 
thing amiss against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, shall be cut in pieces, and 
their houses shall be made a 
dunghill: because there is no other 
god that can deliver after this 
sort.” 

Then we find the king promot- 
ing these men, so that instead of 
being burned to death for their 
disobedience, they came to be more 
honorable than ever. Ah, my 
friends, what we want are Chris- 
tians with some backbone, men 
and women who stand up for the 
right, and never mind what the 
world may say. If we only had a 
few such Christians in Chicago as 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, I believe there would be ten 
thousand conversions in the next 
twenty-four hours. 

—THE END— 
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there is none that doeth good, no, 
not one.”—Rom. 3:9-12. 


Are we better than others? No, 
we are sinners. Are you a Jew? 
Paul has proved “that they are all 
under sin.” Are you a Gentile? 
Then Paul has, proved “that they 
are all under sin.” All the Jews 
and all the Gentiles are sinners 
and are under sin. 


God says all. God means all. 
That means Christians as well as 
lost sinners. God says not. that all 
once were under sin, but that 


Many a young Christian, in 
the joy of his first love for 
Christ, is shocked at the idea 
that he could ever sin. I remem- 
ber how, in naive and simple 
love, once I told the dear Lord 
that I would never, never sin 
again! But alas, Christians do 
sin. 

On the other hand, some 
Christians feel that since we 
have the carnal nature it is in- 
evitable that a Christian must 
live a poor, sorry life, always a 
Slave to sin, waiting till he gets 
to Heaven for victory and the 
overcoming life. That, too, is a 
tragic mistake. Despite the 
weakness of our flesh, Chris- 
tians may live in daily victory, 
daily fellowship with God. 

No one ought ever to be com- 
placent about sin. Sin is the 
blackest, most terrible and ter- 
rifying thing that ever occurred 
in this world! Sin breaks the 
heart of God and, if unlamented, 
unjudged, unrepented of, unfor- 
saken, unforgiven, brings cer- 
tain judgment and punishment 
of God. Christians need to face 
the sin question. Will you study 
with me what the Bible teaches 
about the truths illustrated and 
the results when a Christian 
sins? 


- 


The Editor 


“they all are under sin.” Now, we 
Christians and everybody else who 
lives on the earth in the flesh are 
under sin. 


Again the Scripture _ says, 
“There is none righteous, no, not 
one.” How many are righteous in 
their natural lives?. Not one! “No, 
not one!” It is true that we are 
counted righteous for Jesus’ sake, 
but that righteousness is His and 
we cannot speak of our own selves, 
our own natures, our own 
thoughts and works as _ being 
righteous. We are not. 


A rich young ruler came to Je- 
sus and asked Him, “Good Mas- 
ter, what good thing shall I do, 
that I may have eternal life?” 
(Matt. 19:16). He made two mis- 
takes. First, he wanted to do some 
good thing to earn eternal life by 
his works. That was a terrible 
mistake. His other mistake was 
that he addressed Jesus as “‘Good 
Master,” meaning teacher or rab- 
bi. With holy indignation, Jesus 
very properly answered him, 
“Why callest thou me good? there 
is none good but one, that is, God 
... If Jesus is simply and only a 
teacher, a rabbi, He is not good. If 
you say that Jesus is good, then 
you must set Him apart from al! 
the rest of the human race and 
you must admit that He is God 
come in the flesh. But aside from 
Jesus Christ, not a single person 
in the world is good. The rest of 
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? 
is ideal. When invited out to dinner well-mannered people take the hostess a “thank 
you” gift. Sometimes it is a box of candy, sometimes cut flowers. But many Christians 
feel they should take such occasions to give something with spiritual blessings. 


2. Every Christian Has Two 
Natures— the Old Sinful 
Nature and the New 
Divine Nature 
Every lost person is born once, 
born of the flesh, is carnal, hu- 
man, sinful by nature. Every saved 
person is born twice and so has 
two natures, the old nature and 
the new nature. The old nature is 
represented by our bodies which 
still have in them the seed of 
death and the marks of decay. But 
the new nature is born of God. 
One gets a new heart, or nature, 
when he is born of God. When Je- 
sus comes the body, too, will be 
changed and the fleshly nature 
will also be adopted, redeemed, 
and we shall be manifested even 
physically as sons of God. 
Every Christian has a struggle 
between these two natures, the 
old nature and the new nature. In 
Romans 7:15-25 Paul tells of the 
conflict of the two natures. 

“For that which I do I allow 
not: for what I would that do I 
not; but what I hate, that do I. 
If then I do that which I would 
not, I consent unto the law that 
it is good. Now then it is no more 
I that do it, but sin that dwelleth 
in me. For I know that in me 
(that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no 
good thing: for to will is present 
with me; but how to perform that 
which is good I find not. For the 
good that I would I do not: but the 
evil which I would not, that I do. 
Now if.I do that I would not, it is 
no more I that do it, but sin that 
dwelleth in me. I find then a law, 
that, when I would do good, evil is 
present with me. For I delight in 
the law of God after the inward 
man: But I see another law in my 
members, warring against the law 
of my mind, and bringing me into 
captivity to the law of sin which is 
in my members. O wretched man 
that I am! who shall deliwer me 
from the body of this death? I 
thank God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. So then with the mind 
I myself serve the law of God; but 
with the flesh the law of sin.” 

Let us approach this Scripture 
with an honest heart. Throughout 
the passage Paul uses the present 
tense. When he, by divine inspi- 
ration, wrote this passage to the 
church at Rome, it-was then pres- 
ently true in his own life. Some 
good people try to get away from 
the clear teaching of Romans 7. 
They do not like to admit that 
they, too, still have this wicked, 
sinful, carnal nature which is en- 
mity against God. And so many 
people teach that chapter 7 of 
Paul’s letter to the Romans repre- 
sented an early period in Paul’s 
Christian life when he was not 
filled with the Spirit and when he 
did not have victory. They say 
that chapter 8 represents his ma- 
ture and triumphant Christian life 
after he had passed through the 
struggle and no more had the con- 
flict. which chapter 7 describes. 
But they are wrong. Even Dr. C. I. 
Scofield makes this mistake. He 
says: 

“Just when the apostle passed through 
the experience of Rom, 7:7-25 we are 
not told. ...It is the experience of a 
renewed man, under the law, and still 
ignorant of the delivering power of the 
Holy Spirit... . Romans 7 is the record 


of past conflicts and defeats experi- 
enced as a renewed man under law. 


But while Dr. Scofield says past 
conflicts, Paul says present con- 
flicts. He said, ‘‘For that which I 
do I allow not: for what I would, 


us are sinners! 
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gelical Christianity in Japan. The 
opening of the college culminates 
more than two years of prayers 
and planning. The wide response 
indicates the long-felt need for 
such a school. The college will 
serve all evangelical churches and 
mission groups in training men 
and women for Christian service 
as pastors, evangelists and teach- 


ers. 
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Poling Assails ‘Prodigal 
Son’ Movie 
Movies such as “The Prodigal 
Son” raise the question whether 
the Bible “has become for Holly- 
wood a cover-up for suggestion 
and debauchery,” according to 
Dr. Daniel A. Poling. 

Dr. Poling voices this concern 
in an editorial scheduled for the 
July issue of Christian Herald, of 
which he is editor. 

“Perhaps the gravest evil and 
major menace of this picture,” he 
states, “is the distortion before 
the eyes and mind of youth of 
Christ’s parable of a father’s love. 
Has Hollywood reached the con- 
clusion that no one can possibly 
object if it is just a Bible story? 
Well, if this be so, Hollywood 
would be well advised to take 
another look. 

“Considering the immortal 
words of the Prodigal Son and the 
Holy One Who spoke them, that 
picture is a perversion of the 
scriptural story and, to tens of 
millions who hold the parable to 
be sacred, it is blasphemy. 

‘We simply will not be silent in 
the face of a growing deluge of 
evil on the screen.” 

The editorial will be published 
in support of an article in a later 
issue of the magazine, “Look What 
Hollywood’s Doing to Your Bible,” 
by J. C. Furnas. : 
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Here Dr. Gedat explores 
these questions and their an- 
swers with graphic prose and 
dramatic photographs of great 
cultural and architectural won- 
ders in ancient and contem- 
porary civilizations. 
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as safely as if in the midst of his 
garden! 

‘Did I not tell you to cast in | 
three men, and lo! I see four 
Walking about in the fire, and the || 
form of the fourth is like the Son | 
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of God!’ 

Yes, Jesus walked there with 
them. The Lord Himself was with | 
His three faithful servants; the|j 
great Shepherd looked down from 
Heaven, and saw those three sheep 
of His flock about to be cast into 
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but what I hate, 
that do I.” The very day Paul, 
by divine inspiration, wrote this 
letter to the Romans, he was com- 
pelled to admit that he still had 
the old nature, still had the con- 
flict, still had to buffet his body 
and fleshly nature. He still had to 


that do I not; 


confess that ‘“‘to will is present 
with me; but how to perform that 
which is good I find not.” In 
verse 25 he says, “So then with 
the mind I myself serve [present 


the law of God; but with 
h the law of sin.’ 


_ 


Rieiinn. chapters ‘ 


tens et 
thic 
and 8, were 


written with the same pen, at the 
same sitting, under the same di- 
vine li ao as and both chapters 
represented Paul as a mature, 
Spirit-filled, Christian man. It is 
neve! - right to tell people to “get 


out of the seventh chapter of Ro- 
mans and into the eighth chapter.” 
It is foolish to cast reflection on 
the blessed truth of any part of 
the Bible. It is well to rejoice that 
we have the new nature. But it is 
only honest to admit that we also 
have the old nature and that the 
‘one is opposed to the other. Paul 
‘fhad “the law of my mind,” (or 
heart) which was good, and he 
‘had “the law of sin which is in 
“my members,” which was. bad. 
Paul had the mind or heart to 
tserve the law of God, but he had 
‘the fiesh and the fleshly nature to 
‘continually tug toward Sin. 

twofold nature of 


’? 


This 
‘Christian is taught further in I 
John 3:6-9. Read it. prayerfully. 

“Whosoever abideth in him sin- 
acth. not: whosoever sinneth hath 
‘mot seen him, neither known him. 
‘Eitttle children, let no man deceive 
you: he that doeth righteousness 
es righteous, even as he is right- 
eous. He that committeth sin is of 
the devil; for the devil sinneth 
from the beginning. For this pur- 
pose the Son of God was mani- 
fested, that he might destroy the 
works of the devil. Whosoever is 
“born of God doth not commit sin; 
. his seed remaineth in him; and 

e cannot sit, because he is born 


the 


of God.” 
Here are startling statements. 
“Whosoever sinneth hath not 
econ him, neither known him.”’— 


I John 8:6. 
“He that committeth sin is of 
the devil. ..”’—vs. 8. 


“Whosoever is born of God doth 
mot commit sin; for his seed re- 
gmaineth in him: and he cannot sin, 
Because he is born of God.”—vs. 9. 

All these statements say that 
{in the sense meant in this pas- 
‘gage) a certain kind of person 
‘mover sins at all, even cannot sin. 
Does this mean that anybody who 
ever sins thereby proves he has 

*mever known God, has never been 
‘paved? No, this means that the 
mew nature, the born-again nature, 
the new heart of the converted man 
cannot sin. The old man sins but 
the man does not sin, cannot 
“ §in. 

‘The Williams’ translation of the 
Wew Testament would translate 
tnese passages, “No one who prac- 
fices sin has ever seen Him or 
come to know Him,” and, “Who- 
ever practices sin belongs to the 
@evil,”’ and, “INo one who is born 
of God makes a practice of sin- 
ming.” But this; I believe, not only 
overstrains the tense of the Greek 
verb, but teaches something which 
fis not true. Christian people some- 
times do practice sin. 

Would you say that a Christian 
who smokes cigarettes does not 
practice sm? Would you say that 
one who regularly attends the pic- 
ture show and has his mind de- 

‘filed with the lewdness of Holly- 
wood films does not practice sin? 
I have known Christians to carry 
erudges for weeks and months, 
unforgiveness in the heart. And 
every day they sin against God. 
Could you honestly say that such 
Christians did not practice sin? 

Lot stayed in Sodom, we sup- 
pose, for years, and all the time 
the wickedness around him, as he 
was yoked up with unbelievers, 
putting money-making first, 
“vexed his righteous soul.” Would 
you say that Lot did not practice 

“gin when he stayed in that city 
v@ll the years, and never won a 
“soul, never even won any of his 
~own family? It would. be right to 
“»gay-that no Christian can continue 
*Rrappy in sin. No Christian can 

*gontinue in sin without rebuke 


new 


“ti and to overcome. 


and without chastisement. But it 
is not correct and it is not scrip- 
tural to say that no Christian 
practices Sin. 

No, what God is saying hére is 
that the new nature does not sin. 
The part that is born of God does 
not sin. Our bodies, our fleshly 
natures are not yet transformed. 
But they will be. 

An Indian was converted, but 
he had a good deal of struggle to 
live right. Tapping himself on the 
breast, he said to the missionary, 
“Two dogs all the time fighting in 
here. One is a black dog, a bad 
dog. One is a white dog, a good 
dog. They fight all the time.” 

The missionary explained that 
one who is born of God has the 
new nature, but that he also has 
the fleshly nature to contend with 
Then he asked 
the Indian convert, “‘Which dog 
wins in the fight?” 

“The one I say sic ’em to,” was 
the discerning answer. Thank God, 
a Christian can live daily in vic 
tory over his old self, over his Car- 
nal nature. He can confess his 
sins, can mortify the deeds of the 
flesh and thus, by walking in the 
light, can have constant fellowship 
with God. But he must not ignore 
the fact of his sinful nature and he 
certainly should not deceive him- 
self in thinking that he has no 
sin or that he does no sin. For all 
of us do sin. 

Thanks be to God, a great time 


is coming when we will have the 
rest of our salvation. Now we 


have only the firstfruits. 


In Romans 8 the Holy Spirit 
speaks of the flesh and the Spirit 
as being opposed in the Christian. 
And the old nature is called the 
flesh, or the creature. In Romans 
8:18-23 by divine inspiration Paul 
telis of the wonderful time when 
we will receive the rest of our 
salvation, when the body itself 
shall be redeemed and adopted, 
and we shall be outwardly, as well 
as inwardly, manifested as the sons 
of God. 

“For I reckon that the .suffer- 
ings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in 
us. For the earnest expectation of 
the creature waiteth for the mani- 
festation of the sons of God. For 
the creature was made subject to 
vanity, not willingly, but by rea- 
son of him who hath subjected the 
same in hope. Because the crea- 
ture itself also shall be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption 
into the glorious liberty of the 
chiidren of God. For we know that 
the whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together until 
now. And not only they, but our- 
selves also, which have the first- 
fruits of the Spirit, even we our- 
selves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, 
the redenvption of our body.” 

Those of us who are saved al- 
ready have the new heart. One of 
these glorious days, when Jesus 
comes, we will have the new body 
also! Now our bodies and our 
fleshly natures are unredeemed. 
We have the frailties of sin in our 
bodies and the frailties of sin in 
our natures. We struggle against 
them. By God’s daily help, we can 
live triumphantly over them. But 
one day, thank God, we will be re- 
lieved of this conflict and our old 
nature will be changed as we have 
already been changed in heart and 
mind. Hallelujah! 

Meantime, we Christians must 
honestly admit that sin dwells in 
us, that we are sinners saved by 
God’s grace. 


3. Bible Christians Sinned 

as We Do 

Let us consider the examples of 
some Christians of Bible times 
who, though truly born again, 
sinned from day to day, 

We must remember that every- 
body who was ever saved was 
saved the same way—by faith in 
Christ. God has never had but one 
way of saving sinners. Those who 
were saved in the Old Testament 
times were saved by faith in the 
coming Saviour. Those who are 
saved now are saved by faith in 
the Saviour who has already come. 
Abraham believed God and it was 
counted to him for righteousness. 
So, we today are saved by simple 
faith, like Abraham’s faith. 

Lot was a Christian man. That 


, 
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We are told how God turned the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrha 
into ashes, “And delivered just 
Lot, vexed with the filthy conver- 
sation of the wicked. (For that 
righteous man dwelling among 
them, in seeing and hearing, vexed 
his righteous soul from day to 
day with their unlawful deeds;) 
The Lord knoweth how to deliver 
the godly out of temptations, and 
to reserve the unjust unto the 
day of judgment to be punished.”’ 

Consider this man Lot. God calls 
him ‘just Lot.” God: calls him 
“that righteous man.” God says 


jthat he had a “righteous soul.” 


Then in this case we are told that 
the “Lord knoweth how to deliver 
the godly out of temptations.” Lot 
is Called a godly man. He was a 
Christian man. 

Yet, Lot is an example of a 
worldly Christian. He put money 
and business ahead of serving the 
Lord. He moved toward Sodom, 
then into Sodom. He failed to win 
his wife, his children, his sons-in- 
law. He failed to win the men of 
Sodom. He called the wicked 
“brethren.” He drank wine. Lot 
sinned day by day. 

He had a new nature, and the 
new nature was always grieved at 
the sin about him. But Lot sinned 
by staying in Sodom and failing to 
win souls and by living a worldly 
life. 

David, too, is a tragic example 
of a man who sinned after he was 
saved. He was not only saved, a 
man after God’s own heart (I 
Sam. 13:14) and made king of 
Israel, but he was inspired to 
write many of the wonderful 
Psalms in our Bible. Yet, David 
fell into grossest sin. He led the 
wife of Uriah, Bathsheba, into 
adultery and then had Uriah killed 
to cover up his sin. David suffered 
terribly for his sins. His baby died 
under the hand of God; Tamar, 
his daughter, was raped by a half 
brother, Ammon. Then Absalom 
killed Ammon. Then Absalom 
tried to steal the throne and was 
killed. What a price David paid 
for his sin! God chastens every 
Christian who sins, but Christians 
do sin, even as David did. 


Peter sinned, too. He cursed and 
swore and denied the Saviour, He 
quit the. ministry and went back to 
the fishing business. Then, long 
later, Peter sinned by compromis- 
ing the truth, and Paul needed to 
rebuke him openly, to his face, 
because he dissembled and “walked 
not uprightly according to the 
truth of the gospel” (Gal. 2:11-14). 
But Peter was a saved man. 


Everyone of these men had the 
two natures. With the old nature 
Lot stayed in Sodom, made money, 
and let his family and the town 
go to Hell. But the new nature 
within him rebuked him continu- 
ally. He “vexed his righteous soul 
from day to day with their unlaw- 
ful deeds.” David sinned, but his 
vyheartbroken cry for forgiveness in 
Psalm 51 shows how desperately 
his heart wanted to do right, and 
how sorry he was for his sin, The 
old nature leads a Christian into 
sin, but the new nature never lets 
a Christian be happy in sin. 

When he cursed and swore and 
denied the Saviour, Peter com- 
mitted a terrible sin. Many of us 
would have judged him, would 
have said that he was not saved, 
that he was a hypocrite. Oh, but if 
we could only see him in that gray 
dawn of the morning when he 
heard the rooster crow and then 
looked at Jesus and went out and 
wept bitterly, we would realize 
that here was a man who had the 
new nature and that the new na- 
ture was grieved and shocked at 
sin and that he bitterly repented 
of it. 


4, There Are Many Proofs 
That All Christians Sin 


Do you need further proofs that 
you-sin? Here they are. 

For one thing, all Christians 
still have a poor, frail, sinful body. 
The wages of sin is death, and ev- 
erybody who dies proves that they 
are sinners. Gray hai¥, failing eye- 
sight, brittle bones, disease, are 
all the marks of sin. The perfect 
angels of God do not have these 
afflictions. Nor will we have these 
marks of sin after our bodies are 
redeemed and we are done with 
sin. 

Jesus taught “us in the Lord’s 
Prayer to pray daily for forgive- 
ness. He said we should daily ask 
“Forgive us our sins” (Luke 11: 
4). That proves that all of us are 


is made clear from II Peter 2:7-9. 


sinners who need daily foregive- 


ness. In the words of I John 1:8, 
“If we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us.” All Christians 
sin, 

We are commanded, “Pray with- 
out ceasing’ (I Thess. 5:17). 
Everyone sins who is not constant- 
ly in unceasing prayer. 


The dearest thing to the heart 


of God is soul winning. It was to}. all 


save souls that Jesus came into 
the world. He gives to everyone 
of us the Great Commission to 
take the Gospel to every creature. 
So everybody who does not. win 
souls is guilty of continued sin. 

The Scripture defines sin thus, 
“Whatsoever is not of faith is sin” 
(Rom. 14:23). Every | doubtful) 
thing is sin. Everything one does 
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about which he has not full as- 
surance that it is in the will of 


God, is sin. Christians sin! 

Again the Scripture defines sin 
thus, “To him that knoweth to do 
good, and doeth it not, to him it 
is sin’ (James 4:17). Every Chris- 
tian sins who has not done as 
much praying as it would be good 
to do. Every Christian who does 
not read the Bible as much as he 
knows would be best, thereby sins. 
Every Christian sins who falls 
short of the glory of God in any 
manner. 


Certainly if we would have the 
scriptural attitude in the matter 
we must humbly confess that the 
Bible is right when it says, “If we 
say that we have no sin, we de- 
ceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us,” 


(From the book, WHEN A CHRISTIAN 
SINS, by Dr. John R, Rice. 134 pages, 
$1.75. Sword of the Lord Publishers, Whea- 
ton, Illinois. ) 
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Dr. Robert Lee Says: 


Carefully -— and with pleasure and profit mm have 
I read the seven sermons by Dr. John Rk. Rice 
under the title "WHAT IT COSTS TO BE A GOOD CHRISTIAN.” 


True to the Bible and exalting our Lord Jesus Christ, 
this book is wisdom and strength for every Christian 
who desires to make his life ceunt more for God. 
With.chaste and trenchant language, great truths 

are fervently placed in the heart. If read and 
heeded, these sermons will be as fire te the cold, 


as bread to tne hungry, as fortification to those. 
assaulted by evil, 


Yours earnestly, 


Robert GO. ley 
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223 pages of burning messages on all-out discipleship. 
Unanimously selected as first choice by the judges of the Sword 
Book Club for the month, 


Much-needed messages. It is not unusual that when Dr, Rice is announced to give 
some of these very messages in a week's conference, people may come from twenty 
states to hear him. In this book we have not only the 
fire of evangelism, the fervent spirit and plain speech of 
the popular speaket before great crowds; we have also 
the meticulous Bible scholarship, the deep, the warm- 
felt pastoral sympathy, the understanding of hyman 
frailty, and the practical wisdom of thirty-two years in a 
life of sacrifice and wonderfully-blessed ministry for Christ. 

Happy is the preacher, the ministerial stu- 
dent, the young convert who has someone to 


purchase for him, “What It Costs to Be- a 
Good Christian.” | 


Only 


$2.25 } 
(Add 15c for postage and handling) ri 


as 


= eaten, See , 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS, Wheaton, Il. | ~~ 


